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Marred 


By Helen M. Burlingame 
Isaiah 52:14 


IS visage was marred more than any man, 
So that none could desire to see 
The streaks of his bloody sweat:that flowed 
In the garden of agony. 


It was marred by the cruel crown of thorns ; 
By the stroke of the sinner’s rod ; 

By our sin, as he.-became sin for us, 
Till forsaken, at last, by God. » 


Oh, marvelous beauty of form and face 
On that resurrection morn! 
They knew him not, for he wore no trace 
Of the suffering he had -borne, 
Save the prints of the nails in his hands and 
feet, 
That he might be known of them ; 
And the wounded side, a refuge safe 
For the needy sons of men, 


Time for Prayer? : 


Are there any of us who have not time 
enough to. pray? If we have not time 
enough to pfay, if-'must mean that our other 
duties are more important than prayer, And 
is that possible? We often persuade our- 
selves that it is—and so does our great 
=. Seeetensy. Lionel B. Fletcher, an evan- 
elist whose ministry in England has been 
htily used of God for revival and soul 
“winning, is quoted in the Keswick Calendar 
ith this searching message: “‘How can 
T Stop fo pray? Look at this pile of fet- 


ters, these sermons which have to be pre- 
pared, these meetings at which to speak. 
I cannot stop. Some one else must pray, 
and I will work.’ Thousands of Christian 
workers are heading for a nervous break- 
down, and terrible depression, and some of 
them become spiritual wrecks, because they 
thought that what they did was of more 
importance than what their Lord would do 
through them if they would only give him 
the opportunity. . . . When you think that 
incessant work can do more than pray- 
prepared work, you are making the most 
common . mistake of the followers of 
Christ.” 


- 
Present with the Lord 


Another Christian friend who was 
close to the heart of the Times Family 
has gone to join the family in Heaven. 
Zaidee Lapsley Smith, twenty-five, daugh- 
ter of Wade C. Smith, the beloved Times 
lesson writer, died on Sunday, February 3. 
She had been preparing for the mission 
field at the Bible School of the Young 
Women’s Bible Training Movement, in Al- 
bany, N. Y. “Her taking away seems a 


% 


strange providence,” writes Mr. Smith, 
“and yet we do not complain (God forbid!) 
for we know Romans 8: 28 is as true today 
as when ‘Paul. wrote it, and today we have 
been; abundantly confirmed in Isaiah 43: 
I-II, particularly verses 1-3, which I find 
heavily underscored in her Bible.” Mr. 
Smith tells of a little note Zaidee put at 
her mother’s plate on Mother’s Day in 1921, 
when she was eleven years old. Beside it 
were three little Dorothy Perkins rose buds 
she had picked in the garden, and on the 
card were the following words: “Here's 
to the sweetest mother the world has ever 
known! I, your daughter, on this cele- 
brated Mother’s Day, write this, promising 
to be, whatever I am when a_ bloomed 
flower, all to the glory of God, as I know 
is my dear Mother’s wish. I am now a 
bud, being prepared for blooming. I know 
not what will be my duty, but whatever I 
do, I will do it unto the glory of God, and 
for the coming of his Kingdom.—Your lov- 
ing daughter, Zaidee.” Like other choice 
servants of God, Zaidee was called Home 
at an early age; but how good it is to know 
that she has thus been spared much tribu- 
lation in this world, and, as her father 
writes, has been “translated . . . into His 
glorious presence.” 
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An Ancient Poet on Modern Preachers 


N A powerful editorial in The British 
Weekly Dr. Hutton calls for an imme- 
diate return to expository preaching as 

the only and sufficient medicine for the 
needs of the time. “Every Church in 
Christendom today which claims a control, 
however vague and respectful, over its or- 
dained teachers and preachers, ought imme- 
digtely to insist that as the main diet of 
public worship the Word of ‘God shall be 
faithfully expounded to the people... ~The 
Church, as an authority on the conddet of 
life, today by every kind .of evidence 
threatens to fall, — for lack of knowledge.” 
This instruction in Scripture is too often 
wanting because the minister has not re- 
ceived adequate Biblical training at the 
seminary. Seminary courses are littered 
with every kind of secondary subjects, and 
what instruction is given in Scripture is 
too largely the gossip of criticism, — what 
Holtzmann thought, what Streeter thinks, 
the form-historical theory, and the like, 

“The words which I speak unto you, they 

are spirit, and they are life.” All neglect 
of these words means death. The present- 
day spiritual famine in the churches, which 
so closely resembles that of the eighteenth 
century days of “fnlightenment,” has its 


root cause in the absence of expository 
preaching. The Reformation was life from 
the dead simply and solely because it 
brought the Bible to men’s knowledge and 
consciences, Through the Middle Ages 
men sighed for the Bible, and when ‘it was 
found movements of Christian revolt in- 
variably broke out. It is interesting to 
observe how surely the great medieval Ital- 
ian poet and thinker, Dante Alighieri (who 
lived from 1265 to 1321), put his finger 
on the sore point. In the Twenty-ninth 
Canto of the Paradiso (which is one part 
of the Commfiédia) he described the two- 
fold failings of the pu'pit of his time as 
philosophizing and fabling. Of the first, 
a Harvard Dante-ist, Mr. Langdon, says in 
a note on this passage: 

“Not only did Dante feel that the ‘pulpit 
was exclusively the place for spiritual 
teaching, but that Christians were respon- 
sible for their ignorance if they put up with 
its desecration and degradation by being 
devoted to intellectualism, All churches 
would have their hands full if they: limited 
themselves to teaching people that they 
were souls first and intellects equipped with 
bodies fast.” 

Of the fables and nonsense in’ medieval 
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pulpits Dante himself said in this same 
Canto, 
Men now go forth to preach with jests and 
tricks 


And so, if “but a hearty laugh is raised, 
The cowl puffs up and nothing more is 


asked. (Langdon’s translation.) 


One thinks, when reading these lines, of 
the Baptist pastor in Massachusetts who 
asked his parishioners to bring their cana- 
ries in cages to church on the following 
Sunday, and with twenty-six canaries 
twittering on the platform preached, not 
Christ, but about birds. There are birds 
and birds! Dante goes on: 


Could ~~ the vulgar catch a glimpse the 


while 

Of that dark bird which nestles in his hood, 

They scarce would wait to hear the blessing 

heard. 

By this bird in the preaching monk’s hood 
the poet means Satan. 

Dante’s whole statement regarding thir- 
teenth century preaching in Italy might be 
applied to twentieth century preaching in 
New York and Boston. He first describes 
the angelic beings “rejoicing in the counte- 
nance of God.” In “the glorious vision 
unceasingly upon their view. . . no change 
of newness interrupts.” Christ is the same 
yesterday, and today, and forever. How 
different things on earth! 


Men at variance with the truth 
Dream, though eyes be open; reckless some 
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Of error; others well aware they err. 
Each the known track of wise philosophy 
Deserts, and has a by-way of his own: 

So much the restless eagerness to shine 

And love of singularity, prevail. 

But this is not all. The Bible itself is 
misinterpreted, its plain message of sal- 
vation distorted. The poet continues: 

Yet this, offensive as it is, provokes 

Heaven’s anger less than when the book of 


Is — to yield to man’s authority 
Or f — = straitness warp’d: no reckoning 


What beak the sowing of it in the world 

Has cost; what favor for himself he wins 

Who meekly clings to it. The aim of all 

Is how to shine; e’en they whose office is 

To preach the Gospel, let the Gospel sleep, 

And pass their own inventions off instead. 

No more compact description could be 
given of our present-day apostacy than this. 

We need more men like Wang Ming 
Dao, otherwise “Clear Doctrine Wang,” 
minister of an independent church in Peip- 
ing and free-lance evangelist, who has 
worked in over a dozen of China’s prov- 
inces. He is an expository preacher of 
great power, an Apollos mighty in the 
Scriptures. Recently he taught students 
and city folk of Tsinan for eight days. 
“The meetings were joyous with singing 
and filled by the presence of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

We must cry for Clear Doctrine Wangs 
in American pulpits. 
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Should Gamaliel Be Our Guide? 


Would that all who are unsympathetic 
toward the Oxford Group Movement would 
side with Gamaliel, or that they would leave 
it to the Lord of the harvest to distinguish 
between wheat and tares—A Nova Scotia 
reader. 

Christian people are often told that they 
should follow the example of Gamailiel. 
Especially are they referred to him when 
any question is raised about a religious 
teaching or movement. The Gamaliel ad- 
vice is popular, — but is he a worthy ex- 
ample or a safe guide to Christians today 
or even to Jews in his day? 

The Jewish council had forbidden the 
apostles to “teach in this name” of Jesus 
Christ. “Then Peter and the other apos- 
tles answered and said, We ought to obey 
God rather than men. The God of 
our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye 
slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath 
God exalted with his right hand to be 
a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repent- 
ance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins” 
(Acts 5: 29-31). 

And Gamaliel advised neutrality! He 
had the same opportunity as thousands of 
other Jews at that time,—for example, 
the Jews of Rerea who “searched the 
scriptures daily, whether those things were 
so” (Acts 17:11). But with cowardly 
caution he counseled his fellow Pharisees: 
“Refrain from these men, and let them 
alone: for if this counsel or this work 
be of men, it will come to nought: but if 
it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest 
haply ye be found even to fight against 
God” (Acts 5:38, 39). Because Gamaliel 
was such a recognized “doctor of the 
law, had in reputation among all the peo- 


ple,” he had the greater responsibility to 
discover for himself, as he» could easily 
have done, that every claim made by the 
disciples for Jesus of Nazareth was God’s 
own claim and in fulfillment of the very 
Scriptures that Gamaliel knew far better 
than most men. He drops out of Chris- 
tian history after this, disappearing in ob- 
livion. His name is mentioned only once 
again, when Paul, to prove what a strict 
and orthodox Jew he was, mentioned al- 
most thirty years later that he had been 
“brought up ... at the feet of Gamaliel, 
and taught. according to the perfect man- 


‘ner of the law of the fathers” (Acts 22: 


3). Evidently Gamaliel never took his 
stand as a true Israelite by faith in Christ; 
if he had, surely some recognition of this 
would appear. 

Gamaliel’s test overlooks some things, — 
the industry of the Devil among them, -— 
and would put the stamp of divine approval 
on Mohammedanism, Mormonism, and other 
false religions which have not come to 
naught and will not until the Father of 
Lies is locked up. 

“Prove ail things; hold fast that which 
is good” (1 Thess. 5:21). 

“To the law and to the testimony” (Isa. 
8:20). 

Gamaliel was wrong. He had no right 
to be an agnostic concerning Israel’s Mes- 
siah. Thousands of his fellow Jews had 
declined to say with him, “If this counsel 
or this work be of men, it will come to 
nought.” For they knew, as Gamaliel 
could and should have known, that Gama- 
liel’s Sanhedrin had “denied. the Holy One 
and the Just, and desired a murderer to 
be granted unto” them, “and killed the 
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Prince of life, whom God hath raised from 
the dead” (Acts 3:15). 

But if there was no excuse for Gamaliel’s 
adopting his agnostic position and policy 
of neutrality, how much more are Chris- 
tians today without excuse, having the full 
revelation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and of the will of God as “the faith once 
for all delivered unto the saints” (Jude 
3) in the infallible Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments! The position of 
the agnostic is, “I do not know.” The 
Christian does know. It is his privilege 
and duty to know. His knowledge is based, 
not on any opinion or theory of his own, 
but upon the divine and infallible revela- 
tion of God. “And upon the Christian is 
laid, by God himself, the duty of weighing, 
and judging, and deciding upon the truth 
or falsehood of religious teachings and 
movements. 

It is evasion of our Christian duty when 
we remain neutral in matters of this sort. 
Repeatedly the Christian duty of judging 
religious teachers and teachings is enjoined 
in the New Testament, both by the Lord 
and by the inspired writers. “He that is 
spiritual judgeth allsthings” (1 Cor. 2:15). 
The Christian, in whom Christ dwells as 
wisdom, is given supernatural power to 
judge, or discern, between truth and false- 
hood, right and wrong, especially by bring- 
ing all things to the test of the inspired 
and infallible Scriptures. When Paul warns 
that “in the last days perilous times shall 
come,” when false religious teachings shall 
abound, he lays upon Timothy and the 
Church the duty to “reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort with all longsuffering and doctrine” 
(2 Tim. 4:2). John, the apostle of love, 
writes: “Beloved, believe not every spirit, 
but try the spirits whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets are gone out 
into the world” (1 John 4:1). This 
Christian duty of judging was discussed, 
in the light of the Scriptures, in an edi- 
torial in THe Sunpay ScHoot Times of 
September 30, 1933. 

Such judging, which is our Christian 
duty, is entirely different from the wrong 
attempt to judge between wheat and tares. 
The wheat and the tares do not stand for 
true and false teaching, but for human be- 
ings. Our Lord, who taught this parable 
(Matt. 13: 36-43), explained that the good 
seed or wheat stands for “the children of 
the kingdom; but the tares are the children 
of the wicked one.” It is not our respon- 
sibility to decide who are saved and who 
are lost: God will look after that at the 
end of the age, when “the reapers are 
the angels” and not men, and “the tares 
are gathered and burned in the fire,” but the 
righteous shall “shine forth as the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father.” 

Every religious movement of today can 
be, and should be, brought to the final 
and infallible test of God’s Word. The 
Oxford Group Movement, Christian Sci- ~ 
ence, Unity, New Thought, Millennial 
Dawnism, and all other religious move- 
metits must be judged by Christians, and 
accepted or rejected, according as they 
agree or disagree with the Scriptures. Each 
of these movements is seen, by careful ex- 
amination, to be in conflict with the Scrip- 
tures, therefore they must be condemned, 
not approved, by God’s people. It is the 
Christian’s: duty to follow, not Gamaliel, 
but the Word of God,-concerning all such 


teachings. 
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Sinister new -religions that exalt man and defy God 


Today’s World News and Bible Prophecy 











By D. M. 


Panton, Editor of The Dawn 











The Social Services 


UR God is singularly tender to the 

poor and oppressed, and constant 

in his demand of the same quality 
in governments, In view of such passages 
as, “He shall judge the poor of the peo- 
ple, he shall save the children of the needy, 
and shall break in pieces the oppressor” 
(Psa. 72:4), and, “The king that faith- 
fuliy judgeth the poor, his throne shall 
be established for ever’ (Prov. 29:14), 
it is a matter of deep thankfulness that in 
England (the writer is not aware of the 
corresponding figures in the United States) 
the amount expended in the “social serv- 
ices” has shown an extraordinary increase. 
In 1909-10 the figure was £63,000,000; in 
1031-32, the latest year for which figures 
are available, pensions for the aged, help 
for the unemployed, and support of the 
widow and orphan, and the like, totalled 
£490,000,000, e 


God and the State 


T recognition of God by the State 
a century ago was emphatically shown 
after Trafalgar. The British Admiralty 
Office announced the victory thus: “It 
pleased the Almighty ‘Disposer of all.events 
to grant His ‘Majesty’s fleet a complete 
and glorious victory”; and Vice-Admiral 
Collingwood, from on board the Euryalus, 
sent this dispatch: “That all praise and 
thanksgiving may be offered up to the 
Throne of Grace, I have thought proper 
that a day should be appointed of general 
humiliation before God and thanksgiving 
for His merciful goodness, imploring for- 
giveness of our sins, a continuation of His 
divine mercy, and His constant aid to us 
in ‘defense of our country’s liberties and 
laws, without, which the utmost €fforts of 
man are nought.” The contrast today is 
tragic. “No nation on earth,” says Herr 
Hitler, “holds a square yard of territory 
by any right derived from Heaven. Fron- 
tiers are made and altered by human agency 
alone. It must be thoroughly understood 
that the lost German lands will never be 
won back by solemn appeals to the good 
God, but only by force of arms.” 
ge 
Judaism in Russia 

HE position of the Jew in Russia is 

not clearly understood. Israel’s peril 
in that land is not racial but religious, “The 
Soviet Government,” Dr. N. Goldman, 
president of the Comité des Délégations 
Juives, assured the World Jewish Confer- 
ence in Geneva, “is free from any kind of 
anti-Semitic tendency; but the Jewish, re- 
ligion, the Hebrew language, and Zionism 
are persecuted throughout Soviet Russia.” 
Philip Bernstein thus describes the condi- 
tions in B’nat B’rith: “Synagogues are 
empty except on holidays when a few old 
men and beggars attend. There is not a 
single Hebrew school ‘in Russia. The five- 





day week has broken down the observance 
of the Saturday Sabbath, and Kosher laws 
are neglected. For the first time in his- 
tory a community of 3,000,000 Jews are 
living without Judaism. Children of the 
few old Jews who brood over the tradi- 
tions of their people ridicule the. things 
which their fathers count most precious. 
... What the future of the Jews in Russia 
will be, none can foretell.” 
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World Revolution 


gp Russia remains a boiling volcano 
ready to burst. Five weeks after their 
seizure of power the Soviet rulers signed 
a decree (No. 13, December 13, 1917) as- 
signing 2,000,000 gold rubles for the “needs 
of the revolutionary international move- 
ment,” and in order to finance revolutions 
“in all countries.” The U.S.S.R. has con- 
tinued its hostile declarations and acts with- 
out ceasing, The Five-year Plan was an- 
nounced by the Vice-Chairman of the 
U.S.S.R. State Planning Commission as a 
“great plan of world revolution”. (Pravda, 
August 29, 1929). In February, 10931, 
Stalin declared that the Five-year Plan 
“when completed will overturn the whole 
world.” The chief speakers at the recent 
Pan-Soviet Literary Congress have urged 
their foreign hearers “to undermine their 
own Governments” (The London Times, 
September 1, 1934). 


wv 
New Religions 


INISTER facts, only too familiar to 

the student of prophecy, are slowly 
dawning on modern Christian minds; and 
not the least painful is the orb of new 
religions rising over the seeming grave of 
the Christian faith, Dr. Adolf Keller, 
whose ability to voice European Protes- 
tantism is unique, says: “Communism and 
Nationalism are not mere political move- 
ments nor do they aim merely at the trans- 
formation of the social structure of man- 
kind. They are... the result of a new 
vision of humanity as a whole, the expres- 
sion of a new mystical faith in man and his 
creative faculties. They have developed 
creeds for which millions are willing to 
suffer and to die. They have their Mes- 
siahs, apostles, and martyrs.” 


Apostasy 

EW religions on a world-scale mean 

rapidly approaching apostasy. Shortly 
after Herr Hitler’s decision in the Prot- 
estant dispute (says the London Times, 
Nov. 28, 1934) the “whole of his special 
S.S. bodyguard, the ‘Leibstandarte Adolf 
Hitler,’ numbering some 2,000 men, are 
understood to have formally withdrawn 
individually from the Christian churches.” 
Youths Leader Hartmann-Lautenbacher 
voices the younger generation: “Besides 





the rock of Jesus Christ there is another 
— Adolf Hitler. It remains to be seen 
which of the two is the stronger.” Pro- 
fessor William Hauer, the leader of the 
German Faith Movement, once a student 
at Oxford and Tiibingen, was a mission- 
ary in India and afterwards a_ theolog- 
ical professor. He says: “It has been 
a disaster in the moral development of the 
Germans that they have always resorted to 
the Ten Commandments. The idol of 
Germans is Siegried, for he did not seek to 
live a virtuous life but a heroic one. . Chris- 
tianity is an episode in German history, 
and an episode now nearing its end.” 


4 
The German Church 


HE resilience of the Church of God is 

marvelous. The Press Department of 
the German Evangelical Church reports 
a striking increase in 1933, a year of great 
peril. In that year 7,800 people left the 
Church, against 48,419 in 1932 and 66,165 
in 1931; but 63,815 entered it, against 4,272 
in 1932 and 3,272 in 1031. There were 
3,328 converts from the Roman Catholic 
Church, against 842 in 1932; and 342 Jews 
were converted, although they knew, in 
1933, that conversion could bring no miti- 
gation of their situation in Germany. 


ve 
The German Neo-Pagans 


MEN high in Herr Hitler’s government 
— Herr Rosenberg, supreme educator 
of the Hitler Youth; Herr Baldur von 
Schirach, the Reich Hitler Youth leader; 
Dr. von Leers, the head of the Nazi Stu- 
dents’ Association —are neo-pagans, These 
pagan groups have a membership of be- 
tween 2,000,000 and 3,000,000 and own a 
considerable press, and their influence is 
out of all proportion to their numbers. 
The organ of the German Faith Movement, 
Reichswart, has a circulation of 23,000, and 
the Ludendorff magazine 34,000. There 
are over thirty pagan sects in all. The 
“cult badge” of the Nordic Faith Movement 
is a golden “Irminsul,” or sacred pillar 
that was worshiped by the early Saxons. 
SHERINGHAM, Norro_k, Enc. 








Notes From a 
Layman's Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















Having caught ... Paul’s companions 
in travel, they rushed unth one accord 
into the theatre (Acts 19:20). 


HE word for companions in travel is 

really “fellow aliens,” sunekdemous. It 
is the equivalent of the Far East phrase 
“foreign devils.” The missionaries in Chi- 
nese riots are in the true apostolic succes- 
sion, 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought | 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 











By Ernest Gordon 














EVIVAL in South Africa.—The 
R account that Lionel Fletcher gives in 

World Dominion of his evangelistic 
campaign in South Africa makes hearten- 
ing reading. “In none of the places could 
we find accommodation for all the people 
who desired to attend, and we therefore 
had to use amplifiers and loud speakers 
in adjacent halls and churches. In several 
places the newspapers said that no such 
crowds had been seen before in their city 
for any kind of meeting, religious or polit- 
ical. The response to the invitation for 
open confession of the Lord Jesus Christ 
drew the greatest response that I have 
ever witnessed.” 

Country towns and suburbs were linked 
up by telephone wires and loudspeakers 
from the Cape Town meetings. This 
brought the number of hearers up fourfold. 
Scores were converted in these relayed 
services, In one case 1,200 people packed 
the building more than thirty miles away 
to unite in the meeting on the last Satur- 
day night. In all, nine campaigns were 
conducted,—in Pretoria, Johannesburg, 
Durban, Pietermaritzburg, Port Elizabeth, 
East London, and Cape Town (three cam- 
paigns). Noticeable was the number of 
middle-aged people converted; also of 
whole families. People drove three hun- 
dred miles to attend meetings and three 
hundred back. One man drove 120 miles 
each night for seven nights, bringing his 
neighbors to hear the Gospel, and every 
night some one whom he brought was con- 
verted. Two converts asked their minister 
for permission to bear testimony before 
the church. As they stood in front of the 
Communion Table telling their experience, 
seven other young men and women arose 
and came forward to make their confes- 
sion. So has the fire spread. Noticeable 
ts it that more persons put themselves 
down for membership in the Dutch Church 
than in any other, yet the preacher did not 
know one word of their language. The 
meetings have drawn English and Dutch 
ministers together as never before ‘since 
the Boer War. 

Scores of places are asking Mr. Fletcher 
to return. He-is especially burdened for 
“the Cape Colored,” as the half-breeds are 
called, and for the Negroes in the great 
mines of Johannesburg. He believes that 
if the fire of revival should reach these 
masses who have come thither from all 
parts of Africa, a stream of witnesses 
would go back to evangelize Negroes every- 
where in Southern and Central Africa. 
Now, too often, they return as apostles 
of Satan, bearing with them disease and 
vice. In the course of some years literally 
millions of Blacks make these journeyings 
back and forth. Spiritual revival in the 
white churches is the condition of their 
effective evangelization. 

Altogether an.encouraging indication that 
revivals are not a-thing of the past, as many 
have thought, and that answer to prayer 
for world-wide revival is on the way! 


Spurgeon’s Wisdom.—In the current 
Evangelical Quarterly E. K. Simpson of 
the Free Church College, Edinburgh, illus- 
trates Spurgeon’s genius for wise and pun- 
gent statement. How true and how bril- 
liant are the aphorisms he quotes: 


Sometimes God sinks wells of trouble 
and puts his servants into them that they 
may see his starry promises, 

Big as men count themselves they all 
trace up their line to a gardener who lost 
his place for stealing his Master’s fruit. 

The living epistles are the same all 
the world over; their racial bindings, 
only, differ, 

When the gates of respectability are 
shut the gate of mercy is still open. 

He who rent the veil of the Temple 
has ended the priest’s business. 

Whoever your master you are changing 
into his image. 

Then there is this lovely saying: 
“C. H. S. Away with him! I. H. S. Let 
that dear name be glorified forever!” This 
I. H. S., Jesus Saviour of men, he lyrically 
described as “Perfection’s self.” 

Mr. Spurgeon’s prescient mind foresaw 
the coming recrudescence of unbelief. now 
afflicting the Church and reacted against 





Needy Children in 
Persia 





The Persian Orphanage of Mr. 
Stead at Kermanshah deserves our 
remembrance. “ People are steal- 
ing barley-heads, and one sees long 
stretches of stalks without heads.” 
Small chance for children in such 
times. ‘Cur gardens have been a 
great help to our orphans. Fresh 
vegetables have added much to their 
diet, and the little field of soy beans 
provided them with one substantial 
meal a day for over a month. Gifts 
are few; we have to practice rigid 
economy, tat we praise God that 
our little ones have not come to 
want. There is safety now on the 
roads. Once I was held up by 
four hundred armed men and was 
stripped of everything save the 
remnants of a couple of garments.” 











it with immediateness and positiveness. He 
urged on the Baptist churches the adoption 
of the doctrinal basis professed by the 
Evangelical Alliance. “The Baptist Union's 
refusal to show its colors (other than 
water colors),” says Mr. Simpson wittily, 
“came as a painful shock to him.” So he 
withdrew from the Baptist Union and the 
Union lost its chief ornament and glory. 
Spurgeon stated the case for himself and 
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for us. “It is not with this man or that 
Union that the lovers of the old Gospel 
are at war at present, but with the general 
body of unbelief which is now attempting 
to borrow the Christian name and effect 
a settlement in Christian territory. God 
save us from the men of willow and gutta 
percha and plaster of Paris, a dear bargain 
at a shilling a dozen. Take them away, 
O Father Time, and give us back men of 
granite, men of backbone, say rather, men 
of God.” 


Nuggets from a Conference in South 
America.—The East Brazil Mission of the 
Presbyterian Church has held Institutes for 
Lay Workers each year since 1922, and the 
one last year is considered the best ever, 
—in numbers, quality of delegates, and 
spiritual interest. The time was taken with 
Bible studies in Ephesians, Sunday school 
methods, personal evangelism, women’s 
work, and home ideals. Noteworthy was 
the large number of fine women present, 
a break from the Brazilian tradition which 
looks with disfavor on women leaving 
their homes. Armed with notebooks and 
pencils the hungry. delegates took detailed 
notes to pass on to those in the church 
back home. They came with Bibles seek- 
ing light, and many have since written how 
they immediately put into practice all they 
learned. One old man was reported as 
saying on his return: “I forgot that I was 
an old man with a large family and a farm. 
It was just like Heaven.” 


What growth this represents from the 
state of converts when first admitted to 
the Lord’s table! Mr. Lane of Patrocinio 
quotes suggestions given babes in Christ. 

“A Smith and Wesson revolver is not 
proper equipment for attending services; 
your Bible is all you need. . . . Do not save 
Sunday for the cutting of your hair, It 
is the Lord’s Day and not yours. He 
wants a seventh part of your time... . 
Your wife is not your servant; she is your 
companion. Take her into your confidence, 
and above all do not get angry and leave 
the house in a fit of temper. Pray the 
difficulty out with her and she with you. 

“Do not avail yourself of your credit. 
Credit is only 
for emergencies, and the less used the bet- 
ter. Be direct in your business. If you 
have a pig to sell set the price and stick 
to it. Let your ‘Yea’ be ‘Yea’ and your 
“Nay’ be ‘Nay,’ 

“Keep your eyes closed during prayer.” 

In the town of Afogados the Gospel was 
preached for the first time three years ago 
by a native evangelist. Today the be- 
lievers own their own chapel. There are 
seven congregations and preaching places 
with a membership ef 150. All of the con- 
gregations have their own Sunday schools 
which meet every Sunday morning. This 
town has for years been famous for its kill- 
ings. Most of the outlaws in the interior 
were nurtured in Afogados, Almost every 
man in:town has a killing to his credit. 
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“Several of our members have had this 
record.” The church in Pombal is led by 
Senhor Ferreira, who, ‘when converted, 
could neither read nor write, but whose 
wife taught him, using the New Testament 
as her textbook. His field now has twelve 
congregations, with an enrolled member- 
ship of 340. The Alagoa field was opened 
a year ago and has now an enrolled mem- 
bership of 198, distributed in six congrega- 
tions. 

Such are the little outpost edurches of 
East Brazil. 


Old and New Day in Africa.—There is 
a world of meaning in that brief legend 
which Mr. Roome quotes in his charming 
book, “Tefero: Tales from Africa.” The 
Creator of the world, so runs this Uncle- 
Remus-like tale, called the animals together 
and asked one of them to take the promise 
of: life to every one. The chameleon of- 
fered to do so. Instead of hurrying with 
such a great message it sauntered so long, 
sitting on trees and catching flies with its 
long tongue, that the wicked lizard raced 
ahead and told people they would all die. 
That was the way death came, because of 
the lazy ways of the chameleon. 

After that bit of folklore we might well 
rise and sing, 

O Zion haste thy mission high fulfilling, 

To tell to all the world that God is Light. 

That the message is really a matter of 
life and death comes out in a contrast that 
Mr. Roome draws between two blacks at 
a mission hospital, One was a heathen 
father who brought his little skeleton of a 
child for treatment lest its death should 
bring a curse upon him. When it revived 
and was well he abandoned it as a burden. 
He had no love, even for his own. 

Another child was adopted by Salt, the 
hospital cook, who put this girl baby in 
a cot in his kitchen, gave her :hot baths, 
medical treatment, and daily washings in 
addition to his usual work. -At night he 
lay on the :brick ‘floor and kept ‘the fire 
going for baby’s sake. When she was con- 
valescent he was offered a-holiday at Stan- 
leyville. “What! Shall I stay away all 
night when she might wake .and -call me 
and find a strange boy ‘in ‘my place? I 
love her too much for ‘that!” 

That’s Christian Africa as contrasted with 
heathen, and Christian -Africa grows apace, 
though in some regions postmen are still 
obliged to travel in groups of three as a 
protection against cannibals, 


Expansion Not Concentration.—It is 
good to have Professor Latourette of ‘the 
Chair of Missions at Yale call for a revival 
of the old watchword, “The Evangelization 
of the World in This Generation.” He says 
(in The Missionary Review) that mutes 
are on the violins, that no publicity is given 
to the old and cherished words, that most 
of our major boards say little of unoccupied 
fields, Men talk of concentration, of in- 
tensive policies. The sense of the infinite 
tragedy of millions dying .unevangelized 
has weakened. The missionary enterprise 
tends to dig in rather than to extend. This, 
he insists, should not be. “It remains eter- 
nally true that if the Christian message is 
not true for all it is not true at all. It 
is the obligation of each generation of 
Christians, as it has been from the very 
beginning, to try to give that message to 
all their contemporaries.” 

One would make-~-no criticism of the 
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older boards, harassed as they are with ob- 
ligations even now difficult to meet. oe 
it is obvious that God is raising up a g 
eration of pioneers who, while not us 
the old watch-cry, are putting it into vic- 
torious reality, 

Thus Dr, Bartlett, Secretary of the new 
English Episcopalian society writes, “Let 
our Bible Churchmen’s Missionary Society 
enter every door of real opportunity that 
is opened before her, fearlessly, faithfully, 
and God will not fail her anywhere.” Al- 
fred Buxton of this society, who has opened 
work about Lake Rudolf and is now pio- 
neering in Abyssinia, pleads for British 
Somaliland, the only part of the British 
Empire in which there is no Protestant 
mission. “Climate hot! People fanatical 
Moslems! No Moslem country is an easy 
sphere, but the Bible Churchmen’s Mission- 
ary Society has been raised up at this end 
of the age to undertake such fields as 
Somali which have so far been left out of 
the program of the Church but not out 
of the Great Commission.” 

God is prospering these extra-denomina- 
tional pioneers. The director of the Sudan 
Interior Mission writes of the years of 
penury, 1930-34, as. compared with the 
years. of prosperity, 1925-29. “In the five 
years of plenty we planted eleven new sta- 
tions: in the five years of penury seven- 
teen new stations. When Wall Street 
crashed in October, 1920, the Sudan Inte- 
rior Mission had 136 missionaries in active 
service. We close these five famine years 
with a force of 260.” 


The Horror of Nepal.—This closed 
province of North India is one of the few 
remaining places on earth not yet entered 
by the Gospel, and a correspondent asks 
prayers for its evangelization, at the same 
time sending me a copy of Alexander 
Powell’s “The Last Home of Mystery.” 
There are more than 2,700 temples and 
shrines in Nepal and the moral degradation 
of the people is beyond conception. Hun- 





“The Torch in the 
Darkness ” 








There are now 7000 adherents 
of the Church of Scotland in Ki- 
kuyu, East Central Africa, the fruit 
of thirty-five years of mission work. 
Recently they have built and dedi- 
cated a fine large church which they 
call ‘‘ Fhe Church of the Torch in 
the Darkness.”, “As the vast serv- 
ice at Kikuyu ended, Europeans 
and Africans sang in two different 
tongues the great hymn, ‘The 
Church’s One Foundation is Jesus 
Christ her Lord.’ ” 











dreds of thousands of Nepalese practice in 
secret the revolting rites of Tantrism. Of 
the Tantrist Scriptures Mr. Powell says, 
“T have seen translations of portions. I 
must confess that I recoiled in disgust and 
horror.” They are a guide to atrocious 
and unnatural sins. The chief Buddhist 
Lama ‘of the land this traveler character- 
izes as “His Dirtiness,” a man loathsome 
inside and.out. -At- the. Sakti orgies - the 
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devotees) stuff themselves with meat until 


vomiting, inflame themselves with opium 
and alcohol, and.then pass to indescribable 
Saturnalia. The worship of the nago, the 
cobra with expanded hood, is accompanied 
with strange subjections to the serpent, 
serpent-love, and the like. Serpent idol- 
aters, in order to keep their health and 
mental balance, allow themselves to be 
bitten every two or three months. This 
becomes a habit, a mania like narcomanias, 

This Seat of Satan lies within the range 
and compass of the Great Commission. and 
must be opened to yield its quota of the 
elect to the Lord of the Harvest. 


A Dangerous Drift in Missionary Soci- 
eties.— The Society for the Preaching of 
the Gospel was in Cromwellian days 
a strongly Protestant missionary society 
with work among the Indians of North 
America. At present it is the missionary 
organization of the Catholicizing party in 
the state church. It is now planning to 
establish monastic communities on the for- 
eign field, beginning with Borneo. It is 
noticeable that the Church Missionary So- 
ciety is drawing ever closer to this ritual- 
istic society. This is perhaps due to the 
fact that it has in later years come under 
the patronage of the bishops, — there being 
now eight archbishops and one hundred and 
ninety-one bishops, not to speak of deams 
and canons, who are on the roster of the 
Society. This was not the wish of the 
evangelical founders of the Society. Henry 
Venn wrote in his first report (1842). 

“Let it not be supposed that it is on 
gold and silver and patronage that the com- 
mittee found their hopes of success, God 
forbid!” 

In the early days the Church Missionary 
Society was in little favor with the bishops. 
When it became great and prosperous they 
sought influence not to say control of it. 
The rapprochement with the ritualist so- 
ciety seems to be along the same line of 
tendency. 

The new and rapidly growing Bible 
Churchmen’s Missionary Society occupies 
exactly the position which the parent or- 
ganization held a century ago. “The atti-. 
tude of the home episcopate toward her,” 
says the Secretary, “is exactly what it was 
toward the Church Missionary Society one 
hundred years ago, and so-long as the Bible 
Churchmen’s Missionary Society maintains 
the principles she inherited from the C. M. 
S. is likely to remain the same.” 

The Bible Churchmen’s Missionary So- 
ciety refuses to lock up in the inactivity 
of a pension fund monies given for active 
missionary work. It thinks it more accord- 
ing to Gospel plan, if and when disablement 
grant or pension become necessary, to look 
to God for its provision together with the 
other needs of the current year. “This line 
of action,” says the Secretary, “God has 
blessed. He has taught us how wunneces- - 
sary is the hoarding of missionary funds 
which might be spent in bringing perishing 
souls to the Saviour. During the eleven 
years of the Society’s life thirty-five of her 
missionaries have ceased to serve under 
her auspices and four have died. Of these 
thirty-nine not one has needed a pension 
or even a disablement grant. Suppose we 


had crippled our active missionary work to . 
lay up money for pensions for these thirty- . 


nine!” 
Mippresury, Vr. 
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How | Came to Believe in 
the Lord's Return 


By the Hon. Willis H. Meredith 


Editors’ Note.— Mr. Meredith has been promi- 
nent for many years as a lawyer and legislator 
in the Southwest. He was Speaker of the Mis- 
souri State Legislature for several years, and 
has been active in Christian work as a Sunday 
schoo! superintendent and an elder in his church. 
He was a candidate from Missouri for the United 
States Senate last year, and he and Irwin H. 
Linton, of Washington, are warm friends, He 
is aiso a loyal member of The Sunday School 
Times Family. 
N THE year 1891 I accepted Christ as my 
Saviour, joined the Dutch Reformed 
Church in Brooklyn under the Rev. Edgar 
Tilton, and became an active worker in 
the church, which has continued through 
the years. 

Three years later, in my native State 
of Iowa, I joined the Christian Church, 
impressed by its motto, “Where the Bible 
speaks, we speak, and where the Bible is 
silent, we are silent.” 

Notwithstanding our Church motto, I 
never heard a sermon on the Lord’s second 
coming until the year 1914, when I hap- 
pened to be ‘in Portland, Oregon; on a 
business trip, and heard the late Dr: Wal- 
ter B. Hinson, the famous Baptist divine, 
preach a great sermon on that subject. 
As a lawyer, I knew he was speaking 
“where the Bible speaks,” and speaking 
“the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth.” 

The beginning of the World War in 
August of that year had shaken my self- 
styled “optimism” in man’s ability to 
straighten out the tangled affairs of the 
world, and I then began a study of the 
Bible, which made it a new and more pre- 
cious Book to me. I read the Bible through 
carefully as I read the statutes of my state 
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to know the law, and I became an ardent 
premilleanialist. Such clear and unequivo- 
cal statements as, “This same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
sO come in like manner as ye have ‘seen 
him go into heaven,” and, “The Lord him- 
self shall descend from heaven with a 
shout,” and hundreds of other similar 
verses in the Old and New Testament, can- 
not be ignored if one believes the Bible. 

The events of the years since 1914, and 
a further careful study of the Bible, have 
confirmed my faith in this great Bible 
doctrine. I am still an optimist, but my 
optimism is of a different kind from what 
it was before 1914, for then I believed 
that man would bring in the millennium 
by his great learning and scientific dis- 
coveries, but now I know that the millen- 
nium will come only when the King of 
kings somes back to reign over the whole 
earth, 

And while my feeble service for the 
Lord is not worthy of mention, yet I know 
that it has been at least one hundred per 
cent more efficieut and zealous since I be- 
gan to look for his coming than it was 
before I learned this great Bible truth. ‘I 
am listening daily for the trumpet call of 
the Lord himself, and working to get my 
friends and others into the Kingdom before 
it is forever too late. 

The Christian who believes in the second 
coming of the Lord is not worrying about 
the troublous times in which we live, for 
that verse in Luke which reads, “When 
these things begin to come to pass, then 
look up, and lift up your heads; for your 
redemption draweth nigh,” gives a hope 
and peace of mind that no threatened world 
catastrophe can dim or take away. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 


Portar Burr, Mo. 








Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
im The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am not what you call 
a young person any more, but I have a young 
person’s problem I wi-h to submit to you: 
What to do with a seventeen-year-old girl who 
will not obey her parents. Let her do as she 
pleases, and trail in the rear, or try to exert 
your authority and live in bitterness and strife? 
This is a question that is coming up more and 
more in Christian homes today. No Christ in 
the school, no Christ in the business, in soci- 
ety, in the homes, and often. no Christ in 
many of our churches. Christ is forgotten. 
Caveman days are back. In the city, in the 
village, and in the country we find that the 
Christ-honorer and the Chr'st-rejecter are 
thrown together in the varied walks of life. 
We cannot escape it, so we must face the issue. 


What is a mother and father to do (Chris- | 


tian parents) when their daughter arrives home 
at 4 A. M., even if there is no taint of sus- 
picion attached to the question of where they 
spent the time or who with? Then if you 


discover cigarettes in her handbag, or you find 
she is running with one of the gang that has 
wild parties; you find she is frequenting the 


beer parlor and show occasionally, that she 
goes with boys who drink and smoke, and who 
never darken a church door? 

What are you going to do when you have 
been the k'nd of parent you felt you should 
have been for seventeen years and thought you 
were raising a lady, and you suddenly wake 
up and find that you have been nurturing a 
bear-cat, one who wrote her friends she was 
going to do as she pleased no matter what 
“they”. want, and who tells the neighbors that 
she is ill-treated at home and never has any 
fun? She deceives you, lies about who she 
goes with and where. She says she never 
would go to church again if she didn’t have 
to (Sundays), and acts in such a grouchy way 
toward her Sunday school teacher that it drives 
her to her knees in tears. She abused her old 
grandmother, felt no remorse at her mother’s 
death, and now is driving her stepmother 
nearly insane, and she is the one who has sacri- 
ficed much that X— might have an education 
and nice clothes? What would you do with 
a girl that will spend her money on cheap 
literature, lipstick, and paint, and come home 
to have her bills paid? Should parents con- 
tinue to support such extravagances, when they 
do without that they may better serve the 
Lord in giving to the Church and missions and 
needy relatives, as they feel the Spirit leads 
them to do? 

A sister would so enjoy the home influence 
if she (this unruly sister) were away, but her 
visits home from a B ble school are spoiled. 
Our pastor is praying with us and is a great 
comfort, but our problem is still with us. Please 
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pray for us.—Yours to do Christ’s will, CHAS: 
TENED. 

EAR’ FRIENDS: Over and over 

again I have read your letter, and I 
know that the experience through which 
you are passing is only too real, and that 
the suffering from responsibility for such 
a life is greater than we can express. The 
penalty of sin is so sure and the price 
must be paid, even when it is our loved 
ones who are the sinners. 

The last paragraph in your letter, to 
me, shows the only way out. And it will 
be a test for you, to see what you can ac- 
complish on your knees. That your pastor 
is praying with you is an added blessing, 
but you must have the faith of Elijah and 
the persistency that cries, “It shall be 
done!” Faith cannot be unanswered! It 
must go to the heart of God, with your 
heartache which is so well known to Ged, 
for did he not suffer on the cross for us 
all? No one can better understand it, 
and there is no other way to solve this 
heart-breaking experience than to carry it 
to the cross and cry aloud until he answers. 
It may cost the daughter sickness or some 
other experience which may mean pain or 
sorrow; it may bring calamity; we cannot 
decide how the Lord must answer, but we 
can ask God to deal with. her as he sees 
best in order to save her. God knows how 
perverse she is and how sin has changed 
her from one who could be a joy and a 
comfort to the household to one who is a 
destroyer of the happiness of all in the 
house. 

From the postscript to your letter, I take 
it that the present condition is partly due to 
the training of this girl, who was allowed 
to be self-willed and uncontrolled in those 
earlier years.’ You now have to meet this, 
and the only way to change things at this 
date is to take her to God and beg that his 
power may fall upon her, and a conviction 
of sin, that she may be brought back to 
God. We.can pray that sinners may see 
the exceeding hatefulness of sin. If you 
feel there was a lapse in the authority that 
should have been exercised over her, then 
acknowledge that, and ask God to over- 
come the lack of those years and, in his 
mercy, to bring her to right thoughts and 
the desire for purity, godliness, and right- 
eousness. There is no other. way! God is 
the only one who can accomplish the needed 
discipline and -bring about a changed life. 
God help you to be faithful in your prayers, 
even to “praying without ceasing,” until 
the answer comes and the girl is saved! 

You speak of the Christless age all about 
you. But as a Christian parent, bear in 
mind that you are responsible for your 
Christian home. If you can get your daugh- 
ter to recognize that she is hurting you 
and that you love her, that will be a vic- 
tory which may influence her to refrain 
from companionships that will bring re- 
proach on the household. Whether or not 
a parent may send a child to a reformatory 
is a decision that is personal and must be 
settled with the heavenly Guide. I have 
taught in such a school, and know it was 
wholesome to many. Your girl may be too 


‘old to place there, but it certainly would 


give her a chance to think and realize what 
she is doing. 
Contention in the home I would not have! 


~ As a parent-I ‘would be loving and kind, 


but you are the head: of ‘the house, and to 
.(Continued:on: page 118) 
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Golden Text.—Wherefore putting away lying, s 








LESSON 9. MARCH 3. PETER UNMASKS FALSEHOOD AND HYPOCRISY 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 5: 1-42; 8: 4-25, printed text, 5: 1-6, 8: 18-24 


k every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members 
one of another.—Eph. 4:25 
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The portion of the text indicated »by .the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 5 : 1-6; 8 : 18-24 
Kinc James VERSION 

Acts 5:1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his 
wife, sold a possession, 

2 And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy 
to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 

3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath. Satan filled thine heart to 
lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep ‘back — of the price of the land? 

4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was 
sold, was it not in thine own power? .why hast thou conceived this 
thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. 

5 And Ananias shearing these words fell down, and gave up the 
ghost: and great fear came on all them ‘that heard these things. 

6 And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, 
and buried him. 

8:18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles’ 
hands the Holy Ghost was given, -he offered them money, 

19 Saying, Give me also :this power, that on whomsoever I lay 
hands, he may -receive the Holy Ghost. 

zo But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, be- 
cause thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased 
with money. 

21 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Acts 5:1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his 
wife, sold a possession, 2 and kept back part of the price, his wife 
also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled 
thy heart to *lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back part of the 
price of the land? 4 While it remained, did it not remain thine 
own? and after it was sold, was it not in thy power? How is it 
that thou hast conceived this thing in thy heart? thou hast not lied 
unto men, but unto God. 5 And Ananias hearing these words fell 
down and gave up the ghost: and great fear came upon all that 
heard it. 6 And the ?young men arose and wrapped him round, 
and they carried him out and buried him. 


8:18 Now when Simon saw that through the laying on of the 
apostles’ hands the * Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 
19 saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay my 
hands, he may receive the Holy Spirit. 20 But Peter said unto 
him, Thy silver perish with thee, because thou hast thought to obtain 
the gift of God with money. 21 Thou hast neither part nor lot in 
this *matter: for thy heart is not right before God. 22 Repent 
therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray the Lord, if perhaps the 
thought of thy heart shall be forgiven thee. 23 For I see that thou 
Sart in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity. 24 And 
Simon answered and said; Pray ye for me to the Lord, that none 


is not right in the sight of God. 


perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. : 
23 For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in 


the bond of iniquity. 


24 Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, 
that none of ‘these ‘things which ye have spoken come upon me. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


ATAN, the constant adversary. of 
S Christ and ‘his Church, stirred up 

Annas and Caiaphas to lead the first 
persecution against the Church. But this 
outward persecution was not as deadly a 
weapon as he used when he filled the heart 
of -Ananias and Sapphira, members of that 
Church, to bring falsehood and ,hypocrisy 
into the holy. Body of Christ. Annas and 
Ananias have the same Hebrew name, and 
it included the holy name of Jehovah. The 
name means, “Jehovah hath been favor- 
able,” or “gracious.” And what a return 
they made for his favor and grace! An- 
other agent of Satan, Simon the sorcerer, 
attempted to unite the principles of the 
Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of 
Darkness. Peter is at the center of the 
persecution, and at the center of these more 
deadly attacks. Yet it was not Peter who 
unmasked the falsehood and:hypocrisy; it 
was God, who had made Peter himself a 
clean vessel, so that he hated the falsehood 
that God hated. 


The Historical Setting 

The sin and judgment of Ananias and 
Sapphira probably occurred within the first 
year after Pentecost, The revival in Sa- 
maria may have occurred about a year or 
so later, though there is no indication as 
to time. 


- Verse by Verse 


Acts 5:1.—But-a certain man. In con- 
trast with Barnabas (Acts 4: 34-37). 


Verse 2—Kept back. part of the price. 


of the things which ye have spoken come upon me. 
22 Repent therefore of ‘this thy wickedness, and pray God, if 1Or, deceive. 


18; Heb. 12: 15. 
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The word means to keep back dishonestly, 
translated “purloined” in Titus 2: 10. 


Verse 3—Why hath Satan filled thine 
heart, That is, why have you permitted 
Satan to fill your heart (cf. Luke 22: 3, 
31). To lie to the Holy Ghost. God the 
Holy Spirit was the mighty worker in 
that Church; and it was not the apostles 
as men with whom Ananias was dealing, 
but with God himself. 


Verse 4.—Whiles it remained, was it not 
thine own? Clearly indicating that there 
was no moral requirement that Christians 
should sell their property. No shame at- 
tached to those who did not give all. Why 
hast thou conceived this thing? It was a 
deliberate plan, not something that they 
were suddenly led into. Thou hast not lied 
unto men. They were, of course, lying 
to men as well, but this is a rhetorical way 
of emphasizing the great sin of the lie unto 
God. But unto God. Here is a clear reve- 
lation, all the stronger because incidental, 
that the Holy Spirit is God, and that he 
is a Person. 


Verse 5.—Ananias hearing these words. 
We may hope that he was convicted of his 
sin, and repented. The physical judgment 
does not necessarily mean that he was a 
lost soul (cf. 1 Cor. 11: 27-32). Fell down, 
and gave up the ghost. A direct judg- 
ment of God, severe because it was in 
opposition to the first Satanic attack of 
the kind on the infant Church. After the 
full establishment of the Church such in- 
stant judgment was not so needed. 


Acts 8: 18.—When Simon saw, No men- 
tion of speaking in tongues is made, but 
evidently there was some outward sign 
which Simon the sorcerer could observe. 
Through laying on of the apostles’ hands, 


2Gr., younger. *®Some ancient authorities 
omit Holy. ‘*Gr., word. °Or, wilt become gall (or, a gall 
root) of bitterness and a bond of iniquity. Comp. Deut. 29: 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 


of Religious Education, 


An outward sign of the communication of 
power from God that had no virtue in itself 
(cf. Heb. 6:2). The Holy Ghost was 
given. See Special Topics, 


Verse 20.—Thy moncy perish with thee, 
Righteous indignation flames up in Peter’s 
heart. No wonder he called money filthy 
lucre (1 Pet. 5:2). The gift of God. 
As Christ Jesus is a free gift of God’s 
grace, so the Holy Spirit is a free and 
precious gift. Peter has no thought that 
the power was in the hands of the apostles. 


Verse 22.—Repent therefore of this thy 
wickedness. Here was the trouble with 
Simon’s “belief”; he recognized the power 
of God and believed, like those who. saw 
the signs that Jesus did (John 2: 23-25). 
But he had not seen himself a lost sinner 
nor repented (v. 21). And pray God. 
His repentance would be expressed by deal- 
ing directly with God. 


Verse 23.—Thou art in the gall of bitter- 
ness, and in the bond of iniquity, Peter is 
pressing home conviction, The strongest 
natural poison and bondage are used as 
figures of the yet greater poison and -bond- 
age of sin and covetousness, 


Verse 24.—Pray ye to the Lord for me. 
Simon throughout has great respect for 
the genuineness of the power and piety of 
the apostles, but shows no conviction of 
sin. That none of these things ... come 
upon me, His fear is for the terrible con- 
sequences. He overlooked the fact that 
Peter’s words concerned that which al- 
ready had come upon him, that which he 
was in his own heart. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth. 
Satan is a liar and the father of lies. How 
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sharp the contrast! The Body of Christ, 
formed by the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
must be pure and triie, and must hate every 
form of falsehood. The old life was cor- 
rupt “after the lusts of deceit”; and the 
very first exhortation to those created in 
holiness of truth is to put away lying (Eph. 
4: 20-25). Christ our passover has been 
sacrificed, and we are to keep the feast 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth (1 Cor. 5:6-8). Every sin of lust, 
covetousness, and pride is expressed in one 
way or another in the sin of lying. Peter 
learned to hate it, by being cleansed from 
falsehood in his own life, by leaving all 
to follow Christ, loving the glory that is 
of God rather. than the glory that is of 
men (John 5:44; 12:43). Not only is 
God’s truth against all falsehood, but all 
falsehood and hypocrisy is sure to be un- 
masked, in the light of his truth and holi- 
ness. 


Lesson Outlines 


Fa.tseHoop Ficuts a Hoty CHurcu 

1. Falsehood of Ananias and Sapphira: 
inside the Church, seeking to win favor 
of men. 


2. Falsehood of the Jewish Council: 
outside the Church, seeking to destroy 
the Church. 


3 Falsehood of Simon the Sorcerer: 
seeking to get into the Church, to use 
the Church for his own ends. 


Gov’s TRUTH AND SATAN’S FALSEHOOD 
1. Peter and Ananias: falsehood 
through love of praise. 
_ 2 Peter, the Council, and Gamaliel: 
falsehood through love of position, 
3. Peter and Simon the Sorcerer: 
falsehood through love of power. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Baptism of the Spirit in Samaria, It 
was evidently needful that the Holy Spirit 
should be poured on the Samaritans, who 
were half-Jews, through the agency of the 
apostles, so that there would be no doubt 
that the Samaritans were received into the 

“one Body, and that the outpouring of the 
Spirit at Pentecost belonged to them also. 
Today, there are no apostles to lay their 
hands upon believers, and in any case this 
experience does not mean that the baptism 
of ‘the Spirit should be looked for as a 
work subsequent to regeneration. 

“Simony” in the Church. That which 
Peter and the early Church recoiled from 
with horror, the purchasing of spiritual 
things with money, has been in the Church 
to a terrific extent, especially in the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. 

“Communism in Early Church. The 
practice of the early Church has been 
quoted as an argument in favor of com- 
munism or community of goods, as the 
ideal Christian state for society. It has 
also been argued that the early Church 
made a fearful mistake and brought poverty 
and other disasters upon themselves 
through this practice. Neither view is jus- 
tified. It was not common ownership in 
any complete sense. Their giving was en- 
tirely individual and voluntary. It suited 
the peculiar conditions in Jerusalem. The 
abiding principle that remains is the fact 
that all Christians should regard their 
property’ as belonging to God. We are 
stewards accountable to God, and therefore, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
9. March 3.—Peter Unmasks Falsehood and 
Hypocrisy ............ Acts 5: 1-42; 8 : 4-25 
10. March 10.—Peter Preaches to Gentiles. 
Acts 10:1 to 11:18; 15 : 6-11 
11. March 17.—Peter Delivered from Prison. 
Acts 12: I-19 
12, March 24.—Peter Describes the Christian 
EMO. pv vtpea cotcevsvbuseneees 1 Peter 3: 8-18 
13. March 31.—Review: Lessons From the 
Life and Letters of Peter. 
1 Peter 5:6-11; 2 Peter 3: 14-18 
Second Quarter 
1. April 7—The Heavenly Father ..Psalm 
103 : 1-§, 10-14; Isaiah 4o : 27-31; Mat- 
thew 6: 24-34; Luke 11:2; John 3: 
3-6; 8 : 40-47; 14: 1-31; Romans 8 : 14- 
17; Hebrews 12: 5-11 
2. April 14.—Christ the Saviour ..Luke 2: 
II, 30-32; 1§: 3-7; John 3: 14-17; 10: 
Q-11, 14-16, 27, 28; Acts 3: 1-18; Ro- 
mans §:1-11; Philippians 2: 5-11; 
2 Timothy 1:9, 10 
3. April 21.—The Future Life (Easter Les- 
son). ..Matthew 25 : 31-46; Mark 12: 
26, 27; Luke 24:1-12; John 14:1- 
6; 1 Cor:nthians 15 : 3-20, 50-58; 1 
Thessalonians 4 : 13-18; Revelation 22 : 1-5 
4 April 28. — The Holy Scriptures. 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; Joshua 1:8, 9; 
2 Kings 22:8-20; Nehemiah 8: 1-8; 
Psalm 19: 7-14; Luke 24 : 25-32; Acts 
17: 10-12; 2 Timothy 3: 14-17; He- 
brews 1: 1-4 








private ownership, carrying with it private 
responsibility of stewardship, is the Scrip- 
tural teaching. 

Other Special Topics. Simon and Sor- 
cery. Peter’s Second Sermon to Council 
(Acts 5: 20-32). Gamaliel. Discipline in 
the Church. Judgment on Ananias (see 
Lesson Questions for suggestions). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Put away lying! Not all falsehood is 
direct lying to the Holy Spirit like that of 
Ananias and Sapphira. But all lying by 
Christians is peculiarly a sin against the 
Holy Spirit, the spirit of Truth, for we 
are members of one another by the bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit. Let us hate lying 
in every form — acted lies as well as spoken 
lies. 


Put away the love of money. Love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil, and 
of all kinds of iying (1 Tim. 6: 10, 11). 

Put away love of praise, love. of position, 
love of power. All these things lead to 
falsehood and hypocrisy. Put in place of 
them a zeal for seeking the glory of God, 
not the glory of men. 

Young men of the ministry, abhor pro- 
fessionalism. What a fearful thing it is 
to go into the Gospel ministry as a “pro- 
fession.” That is not what Peter did. It 
is what Simon the sorcerer wanted to do. 

Hate the lies of Modernism. Modernism 
leads to falsehood and hypocrisy. There is 
the hypocrisy of taking money from a 
church or denomination, and preaching con- 
trary to the official doctrines of the church. 
There is the hypocrisy of using words that 
mean one thing to the speaker and are in- 
tended to mean another thing to those who 
hear (cf. John 2:22). 

Keep out unsaved Church members. 
Church officers cannot be infallible in know- 
ing whether those who profess faith in 
Christ are really saved or, not; but the 
Church should -be nearer the standard of 
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the apostolic Church, so that unbelievers 
will fear to join, 


A lie is never justifiable. “Polite lies” 
and “social lies” are expressions of false- 
hood, and are hateful to the Spirit of 
Truth. Professional lies are even worse. 
To tell a lie for fear that truth will injure 
some one about to die, is an evidence of 
unbelief. All lying is unbelief. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Peter said that God gave the Holy Spirit 
to those who obey him; Simon the sor- 
cerer thought he was given to those who 
buy him. 

Emil Sywulka, noted pioneer missionary 
of the Africa Inland Mission, recently 
wrote: “We could have thousands of con- 
verts on their own terms.” The churces 
of America are filled with converts “on 
their own terms.” 


Young people who get married secretly 
and do not announce it, are living a lie 
every.moment of their lives; yet there are 
professing Christians who follow the ways 
of the world in doing this thing. 


With every sin we must do one of two 
things: confess it, or lie about it; every 
one who covers his sin is a liar. 


Falsehood and hypocrisy are hateful 
everywhere, but most of all in the Church 
of Christ. 


Love of money and lying go together; 
love of men and telling the truth go to- 
gether. 


Peter stood as a rock against Satan in 
Ananias, in the Council, in Simon the sor- 
cerer, 


Cotumata, S. C, 
He 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School mes staff, — Mr. .McQuilkin 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assign'ng some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


HO is the instigator of every lie? 
2. Is there any such thing as a “white 
lie’ in God’s sight? 
3. Where must a true stewardship have 
its stronghold —humanly speaking? 
4. What was the occasion of the sin of 


Ananias and Sapphira, and of Simon the 
sorcerer? Answer in one word. 


5. Mention five things that you think are 
the chief occasions of lying. 


6. Was the sorcery of Simon all deception 
or was there in it the supernatural power of 
the Devil? Is spiritism today all fraud 
or does Satan work through men? 


7. What was the difference between the 
falsehood of Ananias and similar falsehood 
in the Church today? Why was the punish- 
ment so severe? 

.8. Should there be anything in the Church 
today like the judgment meted out to Ananias 
and Sapphira? , 

9. \.nat two experiences did the early 
Church have with regard to members joining. 
the Church that were quite different from 
the experiences of most churches today? 


10. What four great facts did Peter wit-. 


ness to in his second sermon to the Council 
(Acts 5: 29-32), four facts that were included 
in all his sermons? 


le 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 116, : 


te = 


Lesson for March 3 


{The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one 


Highest and Lowest.—A certain man 
... sold a@ possession, and kept back part 
of the price (Acts 5:1, 2). Ananias 
wished to have the credit of a complete 
sacrifice, and yet kept back part of it 
for himself — “professing cream and prac- 
ticing skim milk,” as some one has said. 
The Register and Leader of Des Moines 
contains this item: “Wu Ting Fang, when 
he came to leave America, observed in 
his shrewd Chinese way that Americans 
profess higher ideals and fall farther short 
of realizing them than any other people 
in the world.”—Selected. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Another Lesson in Swift Judgment.— 
And Ananias ... fell down, and gave up 
the ghost: and great fear came on all them 
that heard these things (v. 5). Mr. George 
Whale, the chairman of the Rationalist 


Press Association, fell dead last night after. 


a ruthless attack on the dogmas of the 
Christian religion. “The light,” he said, 
“from some providential spirit or Holy 
Ghost is said to have guided the Church 
for some nineteen hundred years. It has 
not come, and when it does come I ven- 
ture to suggest it will not have the dazzling 
effect of the light that fell on the apostle 
on his way to Damascus—the light that 
left him dazzled for the rest of his life.” 
Two hundred and seventeen guests present 
greeted his words with appreciative laugh- 
ter.. In a few moments there were only 
hushed whispers and awe-strickgn faces. 


It was seen that Mr. Whale had collapsed 
in his chair, and in the instant silence his. 


strangled breathing was the only sound. 
Doctors rushed to his side, and he was 
carried from the room dying. The dinner 
was to have been followed by dancing, and 
at the moment Mr, Whale was being car- 
ried from the banqueting hall the orchestra 
could be heard tuning up their instruments 
in the next room. It was announced that 
the dance would be abandoned. Women in 
evening frocks and men who were about 
to partner them in fox-trots stood about 
awkwardly. Although it was not officially 
announced that Mr. Whale was dead, the 
news spread from one group to another 
until the whole gathering slowly dispersed. 
—From The London Daily Express, May 
5, 1925, and quoted in The Dawn, June, 
1925, where the item is reproduced ver= 
batim from The Daily Express. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. Prize illus- 
tration. at 


Starving with Gold.—Money (Acts 8: 
18). -When my friend, Dr. Edwin St. 
John Ward, was in charge of the Amer- 
ican Hospital im. Beirut, a Syrian came 
to him: with a weird complaint. The man 
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had: been attacked by bandits; and to save 
the twenty-six gold pounds he carried — 
his total wealth — he swallowed them. The 
money had so weighted his stomach that 
his whole digestive apparatus was thrown 
out of order. He could get no good of 
food, even if he could afford it. When Dr. 
Ward expressed skepticism as to the story, 
the. man lay down and rattled. the coins, 
and the physician could hear them clink! 
So he operated, and took the golden sov- 
ereigns from the man’s stomach. The poor 
Syrian’s plight, both tragic and ludicrous 
as it was, fairly pictured the condition of 
many persons, .They have gold—or gold 
has them—but they are starving for the 
real food of life—From W. T. Ellis. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


“Slabbing” Crooked Logs.—For thy 
heart is not right in the sight of God (v. 
21). At the sawmill the sawyer makes 
crooked logs straight. He does it by “slab- 
bing” the four sides. But upon investiga- 
tion we would find the hearts of the logs 
just as crooked as they were before they 
were slabbed by the sawyer.. Here is a 
man who. says, “I have been in the habit 
of swearing, I will saw that off. I have 
been in the habit of cheating, I will saw 
that off. I have been in the habit of stay- 
ing out at nights, I will saw that off.” 
He slabs off the four sides, but he finds 
his heart is just as sinful, miserable, and 
just as crooked as was the heart of that 


log. Exterior change makes a difference, 
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but it is not all-sufficient—From The Ex- 
positor. Sent by Mamie D. Smith, Peters- 
burg, Va. 


Not Clocks Only.—Thy heart is not 
right in the sight of God (v. 21). A good 
story is told of old Thomas K. Beecher, 
who could not bear deceit in any form. 
Finding that a clock in his. church was 
habitually too fast or too slow he hung 
a placard on the wall above it, reading in 
large letters: “Don’t blame my hands— 
the trouble lies deeper.” That is where 
the trouble lies with us when our hands 
do wrong, or our feet, or our lips, or even 
our thoughts. The trouble lies so deep 
that only God’s miracle power can deal 
with it. Sin indeed goes deep; but Christ 
goes deeper—From Christian Witness. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard | 


A Prayer Before the .Lesson.—Our Father,: we 
thank thee that thy truth is straight as a 
line of light. We thank thee that we may 
know, the truth of thy revelation to man, and 
in the light of that truth thou dost call upon 
us to be faithful and true in all things. Help 
us not to be pretenders among our fellow men, 
but may we walk freely and joyously in the 
midst of many cares and perplexities, not 
seeking to deceive or to mislead, but to be 
straightforward, and right in thy sight. Help 
us to realize, we pray thee, how necessary it 
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Dr. Pace’s cartoon: 
series 


8 may now be obtained as stereopticon slides and as film-slides. There are 20 


of the glass slides, containing 30 to 40 slides each, with comments making a connected ser- 

mon out of each series. They may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c each, uncolored, or 

7Se each colored. The film-slide rells, containing usually thirty or more pictures, may be had at $2 

aroll, plain; they are not rented. All may be ordered from The Bend Slide Company, 58. West 
Washington Street, Chicago. 








114 * 


is for us to keep clear of deceit and hypocrisy, 
and to speak and act the truth in quiet, earnest 
confidence in thy guiding and protecting care. 
We ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Is anyone mentioned 
in the Bible who could not tell a lie? No 
wonder you stop to think for a moment, 
but there is a verse that tells us just who 
it is. Just look at the Epistle to Titus, 
chapter 1, verse 2, and whoever finds it 
first speak up! There may be folks who 
will tell you it is sometimes right to tell a 
lie, but if we want to be on God’s side, 
how can we stand there and still be a liar? 
We can lie by our acts, our, words, and by 
the very look, if we thereby are telling 
something which is not true. A very 
famous doctor has said that the doctor who 
will lie to his patient is like a man sitting 
on the limb of a tree, sawing the limb off 
close to the trunk of the tree. None of 
us can have any confidence in the person 
whom we know to be a liar. Do you want 
people to trust you and respect you? Then 
you had better trust God when you are in 
a difficult place, and not try to get out of 
a fix by lying about it. You will have 
plenty of opportunities this week to destroy 
the confidence that other people have in 
you, if you tell what isn’t true. Better 
stick to the truth, whatever man may think, 
and stand clearly on God’s side. Let us 


pray. 
eum 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Real Lies and “Tall Stories.”—A cer- 
tain man named Ananias (Acts §:1). This 
bad break of these early Christians has 
certainly put the Ananias name on the 
pages of current history. Some years ago 
President Teddy Roosevelt had his “Ana- 
nias Club.” More recently Lowell Thomas 
has had his “Tall Story Club” for those 
who deal in “whoppers,” who tell anecdotes 
that are not so, 

There is, however, a wide difference 
which we teachers should make clear. 
Things told to deceive are lies, good and 
black. Things, which are yarns, told to 
amuse and which are absurd on their face, 
are just “Tall Stories,” and here is one 
fellow who likes to hear and retell them. 
Here is a family one. Some cousins from 
Philadelphia were visiting my brother-in- 
law and sister on their farm. They had 
always been used to white vinegar made in 
the laboratory. Seeing the vinegar dark 
in color, of a red hue, a cousin asked, 
“Preston, what makes thy vinegar so red?” 
“You see, Cousin Phoebe, this vinegar is 
made from pure apple cider, and is so 
strong we have to throw iron into it to 
keep it from eating up the barrel, and that 
iron rust gives it the color.” This had been 
a lie had we not later told the city cousin 
better, 

Many a child has been punished for tell- 
ing a lie when the youngster’s lively imag- 
ination was producing only a “tall story.” 
Ananizs and his wife’s lies were genuine 
Devil-made articles with the money stamp 
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on them, as Devil lies mostly are. Ask 
the tax collector. Ask the butcher and 
the baker and the candlestick maker, plus 
tailor and dressmaker ! 


Liars and Hypocrites.—Why hast thou 
conceived this thing in thine heart? thou 
hast not lied unta men, but unto God (v. 4). 
There are things men do to other men 
which they think are right, when in fact 
they are “lying unto God,” just as the 
unfortunate couple in our lesson. 

Some years ago when the Spaniard sol- 
diers in Cuba were about to shoot an 
American prisoner against the execution 
wall, the United States minister appeared 
suddenly on the scene and wrapped the 
American flag around the man, and cried, 
“Now shoot if you dare.” They did not 
shoot! The prisoner probably in his in- 
dividual self did not amount to much, but 
to shoot him under that flag was to shoot 
some millions of Americans, and bring on 
the war which came later under President 
McKinley. The Book has something to 
say about offenses and a millstone in Mat- 
thew 18: 6. 

This surprising and unexpected incident 
in the early church is one of the best 
proofs we can have that there can be no 
perfect Christian community so long as the 
“father of lies” is allowed to forage. Note 
this: Because the first Christian church 
had liars and hypocrites in it, this fact 
did not in the least prevent that same 
Christian church from. conquering Rome 
itself. “Galilean, thou hast won!” cried 
Cesar. Nor do hypocrites and liars in the 
church today prevent the great Christ-hon- 
oring things from flourishing. Hospital 
building. Character building. Soul saving. 

This failure of Ananias and Sapphira did 
not cause a single resignation! We are 
told “great fear came upon all the church.” 


Quinine.—The gall of bitterness, and in 
the bond of iniquity (8:23). Some years 
ago when we had this lesson I had a class 
of live and mischievous boys in my Rock 
Run Sunday School. As we went through 
Acts, I gave a course of object lessons. 
The previous Sunday, to illustrate how 
things not so good separately might be very 
desirable in proper combination, I brought 
some ginger root, baking powder, flour, and 
sugar. I had the focal baker make me 
100 big old-fashioned ginger cakes, which 
I kept out of sight under my desk. Just as 
soon as I brought out the basket of ginger 
cakes this class of ten “rough necks,” which 
I kept close to me, so I could keep my 
eye upon them, made a concerted dive for 
the basket. The nice fresh ginger cakes 
were crumbled up all over the floor. I sat 
back and laughed my head off at the un- 
expected and comical sight. The school 
joined in, 

The following Sunday the lesson had the 
above text in it. Rock Run was “tough” 
in those days, and a former resident had 
just been hung in Reading. I got from 
the drug store some chocolate covered qui- 
nine tablets. At the proper time in my 
talk on sin’s bitterness I asked; “Is there 
a boy here who would like to have a nice 
little chocolate drop?” The whole gang 
next to the desk was on their feet with 
mouths open like young birds. I dropped 
a tablet in each cpening. Then in a few 
seconds it happened. There was a break 
for the water works. 

Malcoim Francisciis, now a prosperous 
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man and still going to Sunday school in 
New Jersey, the ring leader of the bunch, 
said the next Sunday, “Mr. Ridgway, I 
tasted that awful stuff all week. If sin 
is any bitterer than that chocolate drop, 
no sin for me.” Yes, Rock Run has always 
been that sort of Sunday school. And 
maybe we are not as dignified as we might 
be, but somehow or other our boys and 
girls seem to keep out of “the gall of bit- 
terness” and “the bond of iniquity,” and 
land in the Kingdom. 


CoaTEsvILLE, Pa. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HAVE two dimes here. Let me tell 

you a story of something which really 
happened. Mother gave Jack two dimes 
just like these, and told him to vut one 
in the Sunday school offering and the 
other one in the church basket when it was 
passed. He put the first dime in the Sun- 
day school offering, but when the church 
offering was taken, something just made 
Jack sit still and leave the dime in his 
pocket.. When he reached home, his mother 
asked, “Did you put your money in the 
collection?” And he answered, “Yes.” 
She thought he was a truthful boy, and 
never found out that he had lied. So 
Jack got by with his dishonesty that time, 
and he soon became quite a skillful thief, 
and took a little money here and there, 
and was never suspected. But one day, in 
the store where he worked, his dishonesty 
was discovered, and now Jack is in prison. 

In today’s lesson, a man and his wife, 
Ananias and Sapphira, did very much the 
same thing, they lied about what they put 
in the offering at the church. They sold 
something, and kept part of the money, and 
the man took the rest down to church to 
Peter, and told him they had sold this prop- 
erty and wanted to give the money to the 
Lord. He wanted to get the credit for 
giving all they got for their property, and 
he was only giving part of it. Peter told 
him he was lying to God, and the man just 
dropped down and died. And three hours 
later, his wife came down to church, and 
Peter asked her if the money Ananias had 
brought was all they sold their property 
for, and she said, “Yes.” She didn’t know 
he: husband was dead. Peter told her 
she was lying to God, and «hat the sarhe 
men who had carried her husband out and 
buried him, were waiting to bury her, and 
she fell at his feet and died,—and they 
buried her. What an awful, awful thing! 

Do you know that God hates a lie so 
badly that he is not going to have any 
liars in Heaven. I’m not going to ask one 
of you if you ever lie, but I think we will 
all bow our heads and ask God to forgive 
us for lying, and ask him to keep our 
hearts and our tongues from lying, so that 
we will never, never lie to anybody, for 
a lie is a sin against God. Even if no 
person ever knew about a lie, God knows 
when you tell a lie, or are dishonest, even 
if it is only about one penny. 

Give each child a cardboard heart, and 
have them print on it, “THOU GOD 
SEEST ME.” As they do this, you can 
tell them how God sees even the thouglits 
of their heart. Bring in thé Memory 
Verse—John 15:14: Christ: Jesus calls 
them his friends if they do what he com- 
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. mands, — and he hates a lie. It is a tragic 


fact, that children do not have truthfulness 
taught them very much these days, because 
untruth and deception and hypocrisy are 
not frowned upon by the world. Rather, 
a liar who “gets by” is considered clever. 
If you are caught, that is too bad, but it 
is really nothing against you. We must 
put over against this attitude God’s attitude 
toward a lie. 


MonestTo, CAL, 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginnmng: A Notorious Liar. 
Discus-ion: This may be a good time to 

discuss the tithe with the fellows. 


Objective: Being true in heart, as well 
as in word, 


S4*: fellows, Ananias of Jerusalem (not 
of Damascus), has the reputation of 
being the world’s most noted liar. The 
mame of Ananias on his account has be- 
come the commonly accepted synonym of 
a lie, A former President of the United 
States carried in his mind an “Ananias 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ’’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories® 








PETER UNMASKS FALSE 
Hood Ane HyPocRisy 
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Club” to which he promptly assigned any- 
one who, in his judgment, made a willful 
misstatement. You never hear of any- 
body since New Testament days naming 
a son Ananias. Do you know of an 
Ananias Smith, or Ananias Ridgway, or 
Ananias McQuilkin, or Ananias Howard, 
or Trumbull? No, sir, there are no such 
animals; that name of Ananias has gone 
into the discard. The census taker would 
be out of a job if it depended upon the 
Ananiases he could list. 

And is it not a very-strange thing that 
although this Ananias of Jerusalem is 
such a noted liar, yet there is no record 
anywhere of any statement he ever made, 
or of any word he ever said? Not a 
syllable! It is for the simple reason that 
he acted his lie—his one lie that put the 
stigma on his name which has come down 
with it through the centuries. Sixty-five 
succeeding generations have looked upon 
that stigma and shuddered. It shows the 
staying power of an acted lie. 

Ananias doubtless reasoned that as he 
mingled with the others who were crowd- 
ing up to lay their all down at the apos- 
tles’ feet, he could place his offering of 
money alongside theirs and no one would 
ever suspect he was keeping back a part. 
He would not have to say, “This is my 
all.” He would not have to say anything, 
and as long as he said nothing he could 
not be lying. If the apostles, and other 
folks looking on, supposed he was giving 


his all, their mistake was no fault of his. © 


He did not say so. But Ananias made 
one fatal mistake; he failed to recognize 
that he was dealing with God the Holy 
Spirit. And when he laid that money 
down for God’s treasury, the Holy Spirit 
showed Peter the whole matter, which 
caused him to exclaim right there before 
the congregation: “Ananias, why hath 
Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost ?” 

It was as though the sky had split and 
a bolt of lightning struck Ananias right 
between the eyes. And he fell down dead 
in the presence of a horrified congregation; 
and he was taken out and buried. 

Fellows, here’s the point you want to 
get: if you are a Christian, you have 
undertaken vows that make you a steward 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Through the 
Holy Spirit your relationship is direct with 
him. You of course know that he knows 
every thought of your heart, and that by 
no possible means could you deceive him, 
even if you should wish to do so. But you 
also have a relationship with other Chris- 
tians who are administering the affairs of 
his Kingdom. There is a temptation some- 
time to seem to be what one is not, in 
the eyes of these other Christians. Ananias 
had that temptation and yielded to it. He 
wanted to seem to be giving his all, though 
he was keeping back a part. He was will- 
ing to be accounted by them for something 
better than he was; indeed, he deliberately 
laid his plan to make a false impression. 
If he thought at all, he must have known 
that the Holy Spirit must be aware of his 
every thought and act; but he was willing 
to risk deceiving the brethren. It was 
a terrible shock for him to discover that 
in so doing, it was just the same as lying 
to the Holy Spirit—and that was blas- 
phemy. 

So you and I want to guard with care 
our frankness, not only in word but in 
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deed — particularly in respect to our duty 
to God. 


There is just one other thing. When we 
begin to rely on our wits, instead of fact, 
to make a good impression — and especially 
if we should have some success in it— 
the strong tendency, like an outgoing tide, 
is more and more to rely upon our wits, 
and less and less on performance; and 
that is fatal. 

Be absolutely true with God and with 
man. 


Greenssoro, N, C. 





Teacher Training Lessons 


Preliminary Course of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 








In this department each week President 
McQuilkin and Secretary Benson, of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
give helps to accompany Unit II and Unit 
VI of the Preliminary Course of this As- 
sociation. In addition to the thousands con- 
tinuing this course in church and commu- 
nity classes or correspondence schools in 
which they are already enrolled, this affords 
a favorable opportunity for new. students 
to take up the work. The Preliminary 
Training Course is offered in six Units 
and a certificate of credit is awarded at 
the completion of each. This permits new 
students to enroll at any time for any part 
of the course, and receive credit Unit by 
Unit toward a teacher’s certificate. Old 
Testament Poetry and Prophecy is the con- 
tent of the twelve lessons of Unit II; Sun- 
day School Administration is taken up in 
Unit VI. For information concerning the 
organization of a church or community 
class, or enrollment in a correspondence 
school, address Clarence H. Benson, Sec- 
retary, Evangelical Teacher Training As- 
sociation, 153 Institute Place, Chicago. 


Lesson 9. Old Testament 
Poetry and Prophecy 
By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 


Amos 
Reading Lesson: Amos 1-9. 


MOS, a shepherd and fruit farmer of 

Tekoa, a small village six miles south 
of Bethlehem, in Judah, was called by 
God from his flock to go to the Ten 
Tribes: “Go, prophesy unto my people 
Israel” (7:14, 15). He was an older con- 
temporary of Hosea and Isaiah, prophesy- 
ing perhaps in 794 B., C., ten years before 
the end of the prosperous reign of Jero- 
boam II. He went to Bethel, the center 
of idolatry and corruption in the Northern 
Kingdom (7:13), and there brought his 
solemn message: “Prepare to meet thy 
God, O Israel” (4:12), and “Woe to them 
that are at ease in Zion’ (6:1). Amos 
was the bold denouncer of self-indulgence 
and pleader for social justice, in a period 
when there was a form of godliness along 
with luxury and intemperance, immorality 
and idolatry. 

Amos opens in a striking way with a 
series of his prophecies against six heathen 
nations, then against Judah, and finally 
climaxing against Israel. Like Joel, he 
emphasizes “the day of the Lord” (5: 18- 
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20). He closes with a great prophecy of 
the restoration of Israel (9: 11-15). Two 
notable passages (5: 25-27; 9:11, 12) are 
quoted in Acts (Acts 7: 42, 43; 15: 16-18). 


Jonan 


Reading Lesson: Jonah 1-4, 


ONAH, the prophet of mercy to the 

Gentiles, is the best known of all the 
minor prophets. He was the earliest of 
the writing prophets, beginning about 825 
B. C., prophesying the prosperity of Is- 
rael under Jeroboam II (2 Kings 14:25). 
He was sent to Nineveh, capital city of the 
great empire of Assyria, with a message of 
warning from Israel’s God, the God of 
all the nations. Jonah, knowing the mercy 
of God, feared that Nineveh would repent 
and be saved. He vainly sought to run 
from God, but he repented with a great 
repentance as well as Nineveh. The first 
direct mention in the New Testament of 
the death and resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus is the reference to Jonah as a type 
of that death and resurrection (Jonah 1: 
17; Matt. 12: 40). 
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Lesson 9 


Curriculum for the Young People 
By Clarence H., Benson 


penal VINCENT, who probably . 


contributed more than anyone else to 
the progress and development of the Sun- 
day school in America, always insisted that 
a normal department was. an important 
requisite for every school. He believed 
that as the theological seminary prepared 
future pastors for the Church, so the 
normal department should prepare the 
future teachers of the Sunday school. 

The addition of such a department would 
determine the curriculum for young. peo- 
ple. After the Sunday school pupil leaves 
the high school there is a wide diversity 
of employment. Some enter college, but 
more engage in secular pursuits. All think 
more seriously than ever before of their 
future work in fife. For this reason, 
courses that will assist in the selection 
of a vocation are offered for this age group 
by many. denominations. But whatever 
secular vocation our young people may 
be led to follow, the Church has a special 
responsibility of setting forth the claims 
of a religious vocation, and providing such 
training as will enable every lay worker 
to fit himself for Christian service. It is 
inadequate training fully as much as indif- 
ference that accounts for inactive Church 
members, 

The Preliminary Training Course of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 
provides just such curriculum for a normal 
department in the Sunday school. It recog- 
nizes that the religious vocation of our 
young people is of even greater consequence 
than their secular employment, and by of- 
fering it as a part of the regular curricu- 
lum of the Sunday school, the Church will 
not only be training its young people for 
some definite Christian service, but in- 
directly will be supplying one of its great- 
est needs. 

we 


CuristiAN Youts is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lessoa for March 3) 


x. Satan. “When he speaketh a_ lie, he 
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and 
the father of it” (john 8: 44). 

2. No (Rev. 21:8; 22:15). 


3- In the heart. Satan attacked the heart 
of Ananias. 


4. Money. 


5. Pride. Covetousness, Fear. Covering sin. 
Unbelief, 


6. Probably much sorcery and _ spirit- 
ism, ancient and modern, is fraud and decep- 
tion; but all fraud and deception is of the 
Devil. There is also in both ancient and 
present-day spiritism the agency of de- 
mons, aiding the deception—what Dr. 
Zwemer has called “the supernatural from _be- 
neath.” It is, therefore, all of Satan and at 
enmity with the Spirit of Truth 


7. The sin of Ananias and Sapphira was 
the first thing of the kind that had come 
into the new Church. It was needful to have 
the foundations of the Church laid strong 
and sure in holiness and purity, so that stern 
judgment must needs fall on these initial of- 
fenders, used of Satan to weaken the foun- 
dations of the Church. 


8. There should be discipline in the Church’ 


today. It has alinest. disappeared in the 
American churches, and the result is a low 
standard of ethics and morals among church 
membets, and no high regard for the sanctity 
and holiness of the: Church. 

9. Unsaved people dared not join. 


Multi- 
tudes of believers were added day by day 
(Acts 5:13, 14). 


10. They slew Jesus. God raised him. Re- 


pentance. Forgiveness of sins. 
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The Monthly Bulletin 


of a New Mission Board 


AVE you wondered why there is an 
Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions? 

Why is it called the 
Board? 

Why does the word “Presbyterian” oc- 
cur in the name of the Board? 

Was the establishment of the Independent 
Board premature? 

All of these questions are answered in 
the first number, the January issue, of the 
new organ of the Board, The Independent 
Board Bulletin. The Bulletin, attractively 
printed on good paper, is to be published 
once a month, and the editor is Charles J. 
Woodbridge, the General Secretary. If 
some are wondering why there should be 
a bulletin, they will find the answer in 
the first article. In addition, there are in 
this issue an article by Dr. J. Gresham 
Machen, President of the Board, on “Des- 
ignation of Gifts—A Snare to Christian 
People”; news of “Attempts to Crush Our 
Movement”; “Excouraging Words from 
Our Friends”; an article on Dr. Machen’s 
coming trial before the Presbytery of New 
Brunswick, N. J.; and letters from the first 
missionaries sent out by the Board, Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry W. Coray, China, and R. 
Heber McIlwaine, Japan. Many will also 
be interested in the “List of Documents 
Relating to the Independent. Board,” con- 
taining seven titles. 

As most readers of the Times are now 
aware, the Independent Board for Presbyte- 
rian Foreign Missions was established 
more than a year and a half ago because 
of the prevailing Modernism in the Board 
of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the J. S.-A.; and in order that 
missionaries who accept the Bible as the 
verbally inspired  and> infallible. Word ‘of 


“Independent” 
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God, and who believe that the only way 
of salvation is the substitutionary atone- 
ment made by the Lord Jesus, might be 
sent out and supported by their brethren 
of like mind in the hon churches. Among 
the members of the Board are such men as 
J. Oliver Buswell, D.D., President of 
Wheaton College, and Wilbur M. Smith, 
D.D., editor of the well-known Sunday 
school lesson handbook, “Peloubet’s Notes.” 

The subscription rate for The Independ- 
ent Board Bulletin is 50 cents a year, but 
all donors toward the work will receive 
the Bulletin free of charge. Subscrip- 
tions and contributions should be sent to 
Murray Forst Thompson, Treasurer, Room 
1531, 12 S. Twelfth Street, Philadelphia. 





a Children at Home 


How God Protected 
Arthur Chilson 


A twe story 
By Clara B. Blair 


667 YRANDPA, tell me a story, please,” 

said Katheryn, coming in from play 
and dropping into her favorite place at 
Great-Grandpa’s feet. 

Grandpa laid aside his Bible and smiled 
down into the face of his little favorite. 

“What about a missionary story?” he 
asked. “Really, truly story about a friend 
of mine in Africa.” 

“Oh, oh, somebody you really knew? 
Yes, please tell me,” and instantly Katheryn 
was all attention, and Grandpa began: 

“Tt is a long time ago, more than thirty 
years, since my friend, Arthur Chilson, 
went to East Africa to carry the Gospel 
to the heathen. He went right out into 
the jungle and selected a place to build. 
They had canned goods, groceries, and 
other supplies — enough to last them about 
a year—sent to them from home. The 
station to which these things had to be 
sent was about twenty-five miles from the 
place where they were building, and there 
were no roads, just some paths through 
the ‘jungle. There were no animals to 
carry loads. The black men were the. bur- 
den bearers, 

“Arthur went to the white commissioner 
of the: district and asked him to help him: 
get his goods to the place where they were 
wanted. Mr. Smith, the commissioner, 
helped him gladly. They divided the things’ 
into sixty large packages, and Mr. Smith’ 
found sixty big, black men who were will- 
ing to carry them. Such a sight as they’ 
were! Sixty. big, black. fellows, dressed 
only in skins and ornaments. There were 
two or three head men or police among 
them, who carried an old Snyder rifle but - 
had no cartridges.” 





“My! I’m glad I wasn’t there,” said 
Katheryn, shivering. 
Grandpa smiled and continued: “Just as 


they were starting Mr. Smith called out, 
‘Now, Chilson, don’t stop in the land of 
the Migoris. They would doubtless kill 
you and take your goods.’ And then they 
started right for the cliff that rose néarly 
straight up from the plain around the lake. 
Up, up, up they went, winding through the 
jungle and around ro¢ks till at~last they 
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came out on a rolling plain where those 
awful Magoris lived. 

“Barely had they reached the plain and 
started into the jungle again when one 
of the head men came running back to 
Chilson to say that some of the porters 
had dropped their loads and taken to the 


jungle. No use to try to catch a naked 
savage. He slips through the jungle and 
is gone. 


“Wearily did Arthur unpack and repack 
the goods, making fewer loads but heavier. 
But more and more of the men took to the 
jungle till only fifteen remained. Now 
there was but one thing to be done — send 
some. of the men on with all they could 
carry, leaving one man to watch what was 
left. After going some distance they would 
stack what they had taken, leave a man 
to watch that pile, and then go back and 
get more. Arthur took his turn with the 
black men, carrying goods and watching. 

“The sun was hotter than we can im- 
agine here, and they had not a drop of 
water nor a bite of food. They became 
weaker and weaker. Sometimes an angry, 
black face peered at them from among the 
bush, reminding them that they were in the 
enemy’s country and were watched and 
followed. Sometimes they contd even see 
the flash of a- spear.” 

“Oh, Grandpa!” 
again, shivering. 

“But,” Grandpa coutiniied, “as evening 
came on the savages became bolder and 
more and more of them were to be seen, 
lurking on all sides. It was Arthur’s turn 
to guard the goods. . Everything seemed 
hopeless, but as he sat there beside the 
boxes he. began talking to his heavenly 
Father.. He told him how that most pre- 


usin Katheryn 


cious of all promises, ‘Lo, I am with you. 


alway,’ was. given him before he left Amer- 
ica, and now he claimed its fulfillment. 
And God heard and answered. Never were 
mother’s arms more real than the arms of 
love that now encircled him. Never was 
mother’s voice clearer .than that which now 
said, ‘I will see thee through without harm 
or loss.’ And there in the jungle, sur- 
rounded by the savage forms Arthur Chil- 
son broke into a song of nie *e and 
praise.) : “. 

“Again -they pushed on, more and more 
weary, till-at last they came to a stream. 
They. Jay. down beside it. and drank till 
they could drink no more. Then they 
dragged. their. weary bodies across the 
stream and sank.down, unable to go far-, 
ther. Everywhere, upon hills and rocks 
and up in the trees the savages crouched, 
armed for killing the minute darkness 
should close down. Then, suddenly, far 
up on.the rocks above them, appeared in 
full. view, a common looking native, com- 
ing right toward them. On, on, he came 
till he was right there in front of Chilson. 

“What are you doing here?’ he de- 
manded. 

“We are going to sleep here. We can 
go no farther,’ Chilson answered: 

“The strange man waved his arms 
toward the squatting, crouching forms all 
around and asked, ‘Why, don’t you see? 


They. are just waiting for night to kill you.’ 


“Chilson, looked at his porters lying 
there on the ground, ‘completely worn out, 
and. said, Yes, I see, but we can go no 
farther. What can we do?’ 

“Suddenly the stranger leaped to the 
rocks and began calling, calling, calling. 
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Soon little groups of savages appeared 
here and there and then disappeared again. 
Then they began gathering around Arthur 
Chilson and his men, a great, howling mob 
of naked savages, jabbering in a tongue he 
could not understand. What did they want? 
What would they do? 

“At a word from this strange man, who 
proved to be their chief, they caught up 
the loads and started up the hill, motion- 
ing my friend to follow. Not knowing 
what else to do he followed. Up, up, and 
up and around they went till they came 
to a place back of a hill, a level place, 
where there was a native village. There 
they laid his loads all in a row. 

“‘This is my village,’ said the chief. 
‘You are safe here. Tonight I will pro- 
tect you and tomorrow I will send you 
to your place. I know you are building 
over there.’ 

“And never did my friend sleep better 
than he slept that night in that heathen 
village. Next morning before light, the 
horns: began to blow, to echo and re-echo 
among the rocks and hills, and thousands 
of warlike savages gathered to see the 
white man and his loads. 

“True to his promise, the chief sent men 
to carry the loads to the mission site, and 


when Chilson opened ‘the packages he found - 


that not one article had been lost.” 

“Oh!” exclaimed Katheryn with a gasp 
of relief, as Grandpa finished speaking. 
“Oh! I am so glad he wasn’t killed. Isn’t 
God good?” 

“Yes,” said Grandpa, reverently. ‘Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, and to day, and 
for ever,’” 


WESTFIELD, IND. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 10. Crime Does Not Pay. Psa. 1 : 4-6. 


Sunday, March 3 


The Insight of Jesus 
(Matt. 9 : 36-38; John 2: 24, 25) 


(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Knew who believed not (John 6: 
64). 
Tues.—Knew who should betray him (John 


13:11). 

Wed.—Knew who touched him (Mark 5: 
25-34). 

Thurs.—Knew about Zaccheus (Luke 19: 
I-10). 

Fri—Knew his opponents (Luke 20: 19- 


26). 
Sat.—Knew what men thought (Matt. 9: 
4). 











BOY’S definition of a “friend” fits 

in a remarkable way the Lord Jesus. 

In fact, he is the only one whom this 

definition does truly fit. The boy said, 

“A friend is a feller that knows all about 
you, and likes you just the same.” 

$8 

In thinking of the insight or discern- 

ment of the Lord Jesus two aspects of 

it will suggest themselves, as we read 

what the Bible has to say concerning him. 

We cannot fail to be impressed by the 
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fact that we can hide nothing from him. 
Even.in the voluntary limitation that he 
accepted while in human form, he knew 
what was in men’s hearts, and as our 
Scripture lesson reminds us, “needed not 
that any should testify of man: for he 
knew what was in man” (John 2:25). 

There is abundant record of his exer- 
cise of this insight. He used it in talk- 
ing to Nicodemus and to the woman at the 
well of Samaria (John 3 and 4). He ex- 
ercised this power when the Pharisees and 
Sadducees came to trap him with -ques- 
tions. He showed it when he spoke to 
Simon Peter concerning his denial, and 
when he indicated that he knew that Judas 
was about to betray him. 


And it should be a sobering thought 
to us, should it not, that the Lord Jesus, 
whom we profess to love and serve, knows 
exactly how much we love him and 
whether we really mean the things we 
sing and say concerning him. If there 
is anything that makes us uncomfortable 
or fearful in this thought of the marvel- 
ous insight of the Lord Jesus, it can only 
be because we are concealing things that 
we are ashamed to let him see and that 
we are unwilling to let him cleanse away. 

Our proper attitude should be the one 
shown by the Psalmist when he exclaimed, 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart: 
try me, and know my thoughts: and see 
if there be any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting” (Psa. 139: 
23, 24). To the sincere believer the dis- 
cernment of the Lord Jesus should bring 
the assurance of correction and cleansing, 
for he alone can know the faults that are 
sometimes hidden from our own eyes. 
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The other aspect of the discernment of 
the Lord Jesus should be a very comfort- 
ing one to a believer. “He knoweth our 
frame” (Psa. 103:14). He knows when 
we are weary and harassed and perplexed, 
just as truly as he knew, during his earthly 
life, that the people were “scattered abroad, 
as sheep having no shepherd” (Matt. 9: 36). 

The Lord Jesus knows when we have 
tried. and failed. When others have 
wronged us and misunderstood us, he com- 
pletely. understands. When _ temptation’s 
fierce fires would consume us, we have the 
blessed‘ assurance that, “we have not an 
high priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet with- 
out sin” (Heb. 4:15). 

It is because of this knowledge and dis- 
cernment of our great High Priest that 
Paul concludes this truth with the encour- 
aging invitation, “Let us therefore céme 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need” (Heb. 4:16). Are we let- 
ting the Lord Jesus search us, and cleanse 
us, and comfort us as he longs to do? 

PHILADELPHIA, 

ve 


Make the Scriptures your only study, 
and be much in prayer. The apostles gave 
themselves to the Word of God and to 
prayer. Do thou likewise; labour to keep 
your mind in a heavenly frame; it will 
make your work pleasant, and your preach- 
ing and your conversation savoury.—John 
Berridge, 1771. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
(Continued from page 110) 


argue, you confess yourself, does not pro- 
mote the peace you crave; therefore I 
would not ‘have ‘tthe friction, Be ‘kind and 
thoughtful, but ‘be the ruler of your home. 
[ presume you ‘have ‘talked over afi the 
future she is making for ‘herself, and the 
children she may ‘bear and the stigma she 
is bringing on them. I would have one 
full talk with ‘her, and also prayer, and 
then’ I would take my stand against any 
further contention. The peace of the other 
members of ‘the -thouschold should be re- 
spected and defended. Have the sister 
come often from the Bible school, that her 
influence may be used to help this girl. 
Remember the words in Acts 2: 39, “For 
the promise is unto you, and to your chil- 
dren,” and ‘know that your prayers of faith 
shall be rewarded. Send to the Bible In- 
stitute Colportage Association, 843 N. 
Wells Street, Chicago, and get a leaflet 
called, “How to Pray for the Unsaved 
Members of Our Families,” by L. L. Leg- 
ters (15 cents a dozen). 








With the New Books ] 





A Woman Pioneer in China, Mary 
Aldersley. (Livingstone Press, connected 
with the London Missionary Society, Lon- 
don, England.) She was born with both 
wealth and -beauty. Her portrait, or at 
least dress and coiffure, recall the Empress 
Josephine. As a young woman her interest 
was attracted to the growing missionary 
movement. After a time the thought was 
borne in on her that instead of -collecting 
money to send others abroad she ought 
herself to go. How remote, how forbid- 
ding the China of 1837 with its millions 
upon millions of yellow faces, its hearts 
full of scorn and hatred for the barbarians 
of the West! Yet in that year she sailed 
for the Orient. As it was not certain that 
she could get over or through the great 
Chinese wall of prejudice which girdled 
the coasts, as the wall of brick guarded 
the north and northwest frontiers, she first 
settled in Java where there was a Chinese 
community. She had studied Chinese in 
England before she sailed. 

The Dutch government was embarrassed 
and wanted to send her away from Batavia, 
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but, as she wrote, “My weakness was my 
strength, It was decided that I, as a woman, 
could do little harm.” Europeans taking 
the air in their carriages were. amused at 
the erratic Englishwoman sitting in her 
room teaching Chinese girls. The Chinese 
were angered. They threatened to poison 
her and directed against her all the charms 
and spells at their disposal. She held on 
untroubled, nursing the sick and teaching 
the ignorant. 

Then came a chance to transfer her 
school to a Chinese treaty-port, Amoy. 
The Chinese resented this intrusion. Con- 
fucius had compared girls to ciphers. Who 
was this woman who thought otherwise 
and, what was worse, put her convictions 
into practice? She had no society back 
of her. She paid not only her own bills 
but the expenses of the school. The only 
explanation the Chinese could give was 
that she killed such of her girls as she 
desired to eat. When they learned that 
the schoolgirls were washed at stated inter- 
vals they inferred without question that 
this was preliminary to the killing. 

So they threw rocks at the home of “the 
female cannibal.” At one time a group of 
Chinese gentlemen clubbed together to put 
up the money to buy her out and send her 
back to England. Without avail! The 
Chinese indeed were a trifle fearful of her. 
She seemed uncanny to them. She was 
obviously an unusual person. Thus she 
was accustomed every morning, summer 
and winter, to take a morning walk on 
the city wall preceded by her servant. This 
for reasons of health. Who but a demon- 
inspired person would have such habits? 
They incited some one to push her off the 
wall to her death, but superstition may 
have here also stayed the hand hired to 
destroy. The Chinese were convinced that 
she ruled the English community of Amoy 
as Queen Victoria the British Empire, and 
that the British consul was no more than 
her agent. In spite of all these heathen 
theorizings she went right down into the 
Chinese community and lived among them 
for twenty years, laying the foundations 
for the education, evangelism, and general 
welfare of Chinese womanhood. Then 
shattered health forced her return to Eng- 
land. 


New Chronological Panorama of the 
Bible. By Lewis H. Jamison. (To be had 
from the Author, 751 Olive Ave, Long 
Beach, Cal.) Here is a map that stretches 
out before the eye the whole Bible story 
from eternity to eternity. The author has 
spent many years of consecrated and pains- 
taking wo:k and Bible study in perfecting 
his plan, which is now offered in its third 
edition, revised and enlarged. An amazing 
amount of material is given, yet the effect 
is not crowded or bewildering. There is 
a careful and orderly arrangement of facts 
concerning the whole history of the world 
and of men, the mighty truths about God 
and his covenants, Christ and the Church, 
the trail of the serpent, and special doc- 
trines. A uniform color scheme is used, 
which helps to make certain related truths 
more vivid. Printed in colors, the chart 
is very attractive and invites close inspec- 
tion of its every part. It is not intended 
to take the place of direct Bible reading 
and study, but is an aid and incentive to 
it. The chart is in three sizes: 7x15 inches, 
somewhat ahridged in contents, in black 
and white only, for pasting in a Bible, 
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25 cents; 17x34 inches, on map cloth, ‘col- 
ored, suitable for framing, $1.75; 4x8 
feet, on map cloth, colored, suitable for 
class or lecture, $40. There is a “Key and 
Index,” which is itself a Bible study course, 
costing 35 cents. 


A Woman Who Laughed — Henrietta 
Soltau. By Mildred Cable and Francesca 
French. (China Inland Mission, 237 West 
School Lane, Philadelphia, $1.) Henrietta 
Eliza Soltau was born in England in 1843 
and died only last year. She became a 
Christian when but a child and immediately 
began to do personal work. When a young 
women she offered herself as a missionary 
to China, but because of a physical dis- 
ability she was not allowed to go. This 
was a great disappointment to her, but she 
fully believed that her “disappointment was 
His appointment,” and so, trusting her Lord 
to guide and provide, she did with her 
might what her hand found to do for him 
in England. Many hindrances were put 
in her way, but she laughed at them, know- 
ing that with God all things are possible, 
and that the work she was doing was his 
work and he would bring it to pass.. Al- 
though unable to go to China herself she 
helped in the training and sending forth 
of scores of other women; and hundreds 
of men and women in England who came 
under her influence were saved and built 
up in the faith. This book is the story of 
the long and eventful life of one who signed 
her will: “A sinner saved by grace. 
Henrietta Eliza Soltau.” Her life story 
will encourage others to be like this brave 
Christian, “who laughed at impossibilities 
and cried, ‘It shall be done!’ ” 


Women of the Old Testament and 
Women of the New Testament. By Abra- 
ham Kuyper, LL.D., D.D. Translated from 
the Dutch by Professor Henry Zylstra. 
(Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., $1 board, 60 cents paper.) 
Character sketches of fifty women of the 
Old Testament and thirty women of the 
New Testament comprise these two vol- 
umes. The studies are based on the Bible 
record, The author has used his knowl- 
edge of the customs of the periods in which 
the characters lived and his understanding 
of human nature to make real the women 
portrayed. A text and Scripture passage 
precede and questions for meditation and 
discussion follow each study. A textual 
index and a character index make’ the books 
valuable reference works, and the spiritual 
applications in the studies make them use- 
ful devotional readings. Women’s Bible 
classes and other church groups of women 
would find the books suitable for study and 
discussion. 


Margaret King’s Vision. By Mrs. How- 
ard Taylor. (China Inland Mission, 237 
West School Lane, Philadelphia, $1.) The 
evangelization of China by young Chinese 
men and women was the vision of Miss 
Margaret King, a missionary of the China 
Inland Mission. The burden of the mil- 
lions of Chinese who have never yet heard 
the Gospel, and who never will hear it 
unless China’s own sons and daughters 
carry the message to them, was heavy upon 
her loving heart.. She was indeed a faith- 
ful steward: of the GoSpel, never. letting 
pass an opportunity to witness for her Sav- 
iour both in America and in China.’ Nor 
did she fail to develop and use to'the fullest 
extent her natural abilities. .She became 




















Lesson for March 3 


as fluent in the Chinese language as in 
English, and spoke perfectly with no foreign 
accent. This alone made her-.a valuable 
part of the missionary force. She realized 
that as China’s hundred million children 
and young people go, China goes; and her 
life was given to proclaiming the Gospel 
to China’s youth, that they might lead 
their own people to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This book is an absorbing and inspiring 
biography of this untiring, talented, and 
entirely consecrated missionary. In it the 
reader finds not only an interesting and 
helpful biography, but also facts concerning 
the Youth Movement in China. 


Romance of Fire. By Paul Hutchens. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich., $1.) Gangsters, musicians, 
ministers of the Gospel, gold prospectors, 
a cook, an author, a taxi-driver, and a 
newsboy all have a most exciting part in 
this intensely interesting book, whose title 
is so arresting. How Betty Dreanard, the 
. heroine of the tale, through sorrow and 
trouble is led to know the Saviour; and 
how he preserves her from the snares of 
gansters and leads her into a life of serv- 
ice for him is told in vivid detail. The 
power of the Gospel to save sinners of all 
social classes is clearly brought out in this 
‘story. It is truly a Christian novel, and 
will interest young and old. 


oe 
The Bible in China 


By Marshall Broomhall. (The China 
Inland Mission, 237 W. School Lane, 
Philadelphia, $1.) 


HE centenary of the death of Robert 

Morrison makes this the appropriate 
time for the publication of a book on the 
influence of the Bible in China. To the 
uninitiated and unaware it would hardly 
seem possible to find material enough for 
a book on the subject, but this is a mis- 
take. The translation and circulation of 
God’s Word into Chinese has been a stu- 
pendous undertaking and of greater mo- 
ment to China than all the wars, dynastic 
changes,. and other incidents in 4ts long 
and dark and misty history. This will 
in God’s providence be clear to the world 
later, this world so little cognizant of the 
spiritual life of men. 

When Morrison went to China in 1807 
Sir Charles Grant of the East India Com- 
pany and other notables said that the trans- 
lation of the Bible into Chinese was an 
impossibility. Certainty the Chinese did 
all they could to prevent it. All foreign- 
ers were confined to an area in Canton 
no greater than that occupied by the base 
of the Great Pyramid. They were allowed 
to stay there only during the trade season. 
If they shifted to Macao ‘they met the 
subtle opposition of Roman Catholic clergy. 
The Chinese forbade under penalty of 
death any native to teach Chinese to the 
despised foreigner, and Morrison’s own 
teacher always carried poison on his per- 
son as an escape from death by torture. 
The men who cut printing blocks for 
Morrison were seized and disposed of and 
the blocks destroyed. 

In November, 1819, after more than 
‘twelve.-years. of toil, Morrison .had. not 
Only mastered the ‘language and classics 
but hadpublished a Chinese grammar and 
completed the translation of both the Tes- 
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graffed in among them, and with them 
olive tree ; boast not against the branches. 


word of the Gospel, and believe’’ ? 
Or will you share ? 


God to help you make it more later. ‘“‘ THE 


You'll be glad you wrote. 


27 Throop Avenue 





MONOPOLIST? NO! 
PARTAKER? YES‘! 


“And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert 


SOME Jewish branches were broken off. Not all. 
right now in this day of Grace. Then why speak of ** The Gentile Church’’ when there is no 
such mention in God’s Word? Do not Gentiles reject the Gospel, even more than Jews? 

Shall we not be fair to Israel? Is not the Jew, entitled to receive from you a small return 
for the sacrifices he made in Apostolic days, that ‘ 
The Jew SHARED with you the Gospel blessings 1900 
years ago, and you became a PARTAKER with him. Will you now turn into a monopolist ? 


Start today your first token of love for the Jew. Don’t hold back because it is small; trust 


American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 


If interested in Annuities, ask for our booklet, Jewish Mission Bonds 


partakest of the root and fatness of the 
** Rom, 11:17, 18. 


SOME Jews will believe the Gospel, 
‘the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the 
CHOSEN PEOPLE"’ is sent to contributors. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 

















Terminals. 1, 





New York Headquarters for 
Sunday School Times Holy Land Tour 


PRINCE GEORGE HOTEL 


Fifth Avenue and Twenty-eighth Street, New York 
ALBURN M. GUTTERSON, Manager 


Near famous churches:— a department stores— Empire State Building— Rail and Steamship 
000 rooms with private bath 


Rates: \ Room with private bath { for one from 


for two from 500 











taments. He had also made great prog- 
ress on his Chinese dictionary which the 
East India Company later published for 
him, while at the same time striking his 
name from the rolls of the company be- 
cause he had translated the Bible! 

The Chinese authorities at first pro- 
hibited circulation of Scripture. Later they 
accommodated themselves to it, and today 
Bible Sunday is celebrated throughout the 
length and breadth of China, hundreds of 
churches sending up their thank-offerings 
to the Bible Societies. Biblical terms have 
become household words. Thus the Chi- 
nese advertise “the gospel [this is, good 
news] for sufferers from toothache.” In 
the latest primers introduced into govern- 
ment schools primitive man is shown wear- 
ing an apron of fig leaves. 

The translation cf the Bible has greatly 
increased the literacy of. China. The Chris- 
tian Church is a reading church and one 
missionary quoted affirms that at least 
ninety per cent of those who could not 
read .when they became  catechumens 
learned to read before they received bap- 
tism. “It is almost certain that had those 
men remained in heathenism few, if any, 
would have learned to read.” The dialect 
into which Morrison translated is spoken 
by more people than any other language 
in the world. Indeed for every person 
that speaks English three speak Mandarin. 
It may be understood therefore what an 
epoch-making event Morrison’s translation 
was and why its making met the toughest 
opposition of the powers of darkness, vis- 
ible and invisible. 

What a blessing it has proved! “I re- 
member the great grace I received from 
God through Bible distributors,” writes 
one who signs himself Fong Teh Heng of 
Hinghoa, “In the year 1886 three men 
came to our village to sell Scriptures. I 
was so moved through them that I pur- 
chased fifty-two portions to give: away. 
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From that small beginning great results 
have followed. Over a thousand persons 
have been helped Godward, seventeen 
churches established; eleven persons: be- 
came evangelists, If we consider the value 
of one soul as more than a world what 
is the worth of these souls brought in by 
Bible distribution !” 
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DR. A. I. BROWN 


**NEARING ARMAGEDDON” 

A startling booklet packed full of facts that are 
vital, and as Dr. Trumbull says, ‘‘ convincing 
and terrifying —but.for the fact God's children 
know they will be caught away from this world 
before that awful conflict."" (Taken from ‘*Un- 
veiling the Future.’’) 15 cents. Two 
copies 25 cents. : : 


““LIGHT ON THE HILLS” 

A thrilling study of the times -with reference 
to THE CHURCH, THE NATIONS, THE 
JEWS and ‘the preparation for the Antichrist. 
This book answers :many vital questions about 
War, Communism, ‘Modernism, Palestine, Mus- 
solini, Russia, etc. ‘—Price.50 cents. 


“GOD'S CREATIVE FORETHOUGHT”’ 


A wonderful study of God's work of creation 
and a refutation of the theory of Evolution. Dr. 
Brown, as a Scientist, has compiled evidences in 
this book that are most fascinating. A book that 
every parent should urge every child to read. 
[tis not too much to say it is positively WON- 
DERFUL! Price 25 cents. . 


““WHAT OF THE NIGHT?” 


This book has been published to the extent of 
56,000 copies and‘has a message that warns men 
that there is a ‘terrible night coming to pass on 
this earth and doubtless very soon. A book on 
prophecy that has blessed thousands. Price 
35-cents, 


** Men, Monkeys and Missing Links ”’ 

A discussion of the strange medley of mon- 
strosities which evolution ‘had ‘brought forward 
as missing links between men and an assumed 
animal ancestry. Price 25 cents, 


Any four books $ 1.00 postpaid 
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issued by the International Sunday 
ool Lesson Committee. 


“February 25 to March 3 


Mon.—Acts 5:1-6. Peter Unmasks Falsehood. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: The detection of 
falsehood by Peter was due to a super- 
natural pefception. “To one is given... 
discerning of spirits” (1 Cor. 12:8, 10). 
These notorious sinners were instantly re- 
buked and judged. Their shame was fre- 
vealed to the whole congregation. As a 
result “fear came on all them that heard 
these things.” Pray for’ sadly neglected 
Afghanistan, 


Tues.—Acts 8 : 18-24. Peter Unmasks Hypocrisy. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Simon Magus has 
been called both a “hypocrite” and “back- 
slider.” It is difficult to draw. the line be- 
tween the two. Hypocrites profess but 
do not practice, render only lip worship, 
glory in appearance, trust-in privileges, love 
to have the pre-eminence, and make clean 
the outside of the platter. Pray for the 
London (Eng.) Missionary Society, Liv- 
ingston House, Westminster, London, S. W. 
I, Eng. 


Wed.—Matthew 23 : 23-28. 
Jesus Unmasks Hypocrisy. 
Prayer Succestions: Christ tore from 
hypocritical men the mask of pretense. He 
left men of this.type without a cloak for 
their sin. He who at creation drove a 
wedge between light and darkness alone 
can divide betweén soul and spirit, and dis- 
cern between the thoughts and intents of 
the heart. Christ is “sifting out the hearts 
of men before the judgment seat.” Pray 
for the Dr. Barnado Homes, Barnado 
House, Stopney Causeway, London, E 1, 
Eng. 


Thurs.—} Kings 13:11-22. Telling a Lie. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: A lie is the decla- 
ration that a thing is true when it is known 
to be false. The old prophet lied. “Lie 
not one to another” (Col. 3:9). “Re- 
move from me the way of lying” (Psa. 119: 
29). Children are taught to lie by influ- 
ence and example. Anger and fear of 
punishment prompt falsehoods. The guilt 
of every species of lying is great. The im- 
portance of truth and veracity needs to be 
preached in these evil times. Pray for the 
Triniterian Bible Society, 7 Bury Street, 
London, W. C. 1. 


Fri—1 Samuel 3: 15-21. Telling the Truth. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
us through speech. We should always de- 
clare truth. Faithfulness in fulfilling ex- 
actly. promises, trusts, and-.covenants is 
enjoined in the Scripture. God honors 
truthfulness and veracity. The God of 


Truth comes to, 
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Truth is honored by men of truth. Pray 
for the British Society for the Jews, 9 
Great James Street, Bedford Row, London, 
W.C. £. 


Sat.—Ephesians 4: 25-32. Living Honestly. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Openness, candor, 
and a desire to conform to justice in all 
things is begotten in the heart by the Spirit 
of God. Uprightness in conduct is im- 
possible without Christ in the heart (Luke 
8:15). Willingness to live honestly was 
the basis of Paul’s plea for the interces- 
sions of his fellow Christians (Heb. 13: 
18). An honest life is a telling life. Pray 
for the National Institute for the Blind, 
226 Great Portland Street, London, W. 


Sun—Psalm 139 : 17-24. “Search me, O God.” 

Prayer SuaGcestions: God knows our 
history and the mysteries of our evil heart. 
“Thou hast searched me.” One wicked 
way will mar life and testimony. “David 
did that which was right in the eyes of 
the Lord, and turned not aside from any 
thing that he commanded him . . . save 
only in the matter of Uriah’ the. Hittite” 
(1 Kings 15:5). The discovery of evil 
tendencies in our hearts is a work for God. 
“Search ME!” Pray for The Scriptu'e 
Gift Mission, Eggleston Hall, Victoria, 
London, S. W, 1. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any. number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package. to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 
ten weeks, either singly or in clubs. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 
postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 58 cents for postage. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Please be sure to state the old as well as 

the mew address whenever you request a 

change in your address. If in a club, please 

give name and address of your club organ- 


izer, and allow two full weeks for the 
change to be made. 


Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies ‘to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year, 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents -- 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327, N. Thirteenth St, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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